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2024 Kansas Equine Sector Session



2023 Equine Sector Outcomes
High Priority

1. Review of 2021 KS Equine Economic Impact Survey
2. Adding/Improving Equine Expo Infrastructure
3. Recognizing Consumer Demand for Entry Level Equine 

Experiences
4. Support for a State Extension Specialist
5. Defining Horses as Livestock



5.)





Brian Schultz, GM of KSF, reports that “Good news for horse 
exhibitors…the area around the outer stall barn will be 
asphalted before state fair this year. No more mud 
puddles!”

Also hearing various 
county arenas are 
getting facility 
improvements 
either by local orgs 
or as county driven 
projects.



https://youtu.be/CB0n8ME9ybQ  Google kstate ag innovation
You can watch weekly time lapsed video of the construction project progression!

https://youtu.be/CB0n8ME9ybQ


Visit 
www.americanroyal.com
/ournewhome/

https://www.americanroyal.com/ournewhome/
https://www.americanroyal.com/ournewhome/
https://www.americanroyal.com/ournewhome/


1.)  2021 Equine Economic Impact Report for KS… 

Current Industry Initiatives

BUT FIRST
We’ll get to that…



Division of Animal Health
Dr. Justin Smith, Animal Health Commissioner

Nathan Brown, Emergency Management Coordinator- DAH











“Outputs” = Total Direct Value of the Equine Industry aka Total Value of Annual Sales

Direct Effects = Generated from sales, wages and employment generated by business 
activity.

Indirect Effects = “Ripple” of businesses purchasing goods and services from other local business 
through workers spending money earned on household goods and services. 



Jobs supported, both direct & indirect: 2,595

Generated income: $107 Million (worker’s wages & business owner’s income)

Value Added Income (examples include labor/service income, property rentals, dividends, interest 
accrual: $150 Million

Outputs/Total sales: $281 Million

Head Count/Inventory Value: 70,009 head  equating to $260 Million in total 
equine value

State and Local taxes generated by equine industry in KS: $13 Million

Total Dollars Spent Annually on Equine Ownership & Activities in KS: �151 Million 

Equine Demographics: Largest Breed population is Quarter Horse or QH cross, Average aged horse is 
12, 42% used for pleasure or recreation and 58% are working. 

Assets & Real Estate: 2.4Million Acres in KS used for equine, 50% of these in east part of state, average parcel 
is 317 acres. Average equipment asset value is $60K, barns & buildings average $137K in property value.  

Total Inventory Value of equines, assets & real property: over $1.4 Billion



DIRECT LABOR
• 31% are full time 

employed averaging 
$54K/year

• 38% are part time 
employed averaging 
$12K/year

• 31% are seasonal 
employed- full and 
part time

• full time seas. 
averages 
$30.5K/year  

• part time seas. 
averages $5K/year

Jobs supported, both direct & indirect: 2,595

Generated income: $107 Million (worker’s wages & business owner’s income)

Value Added Income (examples include labor/service income, property rentals, 
dividends, interest accrual: $150 Million



Total Dollars Spent Annually on Equine Ownership & Activities in KS: $151 Million 



Total Dollars Spent Annually on Equine Ownership & Activities in KS: $151 Million 







Head Count/Inventory Value: 70,009 head equating to $260 Million in total equine value



Equine Demographics

Largest Breed population in KS is 
Quarter Horse or QH cross

Average age of horses is 12

42% used for pleasure or 
recreation

58% are working equine



Land Use & Building/Equipment Value

• 2.4 Million Acres in KS used for equine 
• 50% located in eastern 1/3 of state 
• Average parcel is 317 acres 
• Average equipment asset value is $60K
• Barns & buildings average $137K in property value 



KEY FINDINGS

Approx. 8,700 equine owners in KS 
(.3% of KS population)

20% report owning additional equine outside of KS

Total Asset Value of equine inventory plus land 
use/building & equipment value over $1.4 Billion



SUMMARY OF ECONOMIC IMPACT
• Value of Equine Population in Kansas: $260 

Million
• Total Inventory Value of equines, assets & real 

property: over $1.4 Billion
• Total Dollars Spent Annually for Equine 

Ownership/Activities in Kansas: $151 Million
• Number of KS Jobs within Equine Industry, Direct 

& Indirect: 2,600
• Generated income: $107 Million (worker’s wages 

& business owner’s income)







Julie Broadway, 
President of the American Horse Council 

& AHC Foundation



Michael O’Donnell
• O’Donnell Public Affairs
• Registered Kansas Lobbyist
• Representing Paul Treadwell, 

Wichita, KS





Live Horse Racing Making a 
Comeback in Kansas???

Now’s the time to register racing stock as KS Bred!



PRIORITIES FOR 2024
Pick 3- Email Poll

1. Adding/Improving Equine Expo Infrastructure
2. Defining Horses as Livestock 
3. Appointing a dedicated Kansas Equine 

Extension Specialist
4. Supporting consumer demand of entry level 

experiences to equine activities
5. Restoring Federal Appropriations for USDA 

inspectors as apply to horse exports and horse 
processing

6. Establishing an Equine Check Off Program
7. Sharing Equine Economic Impact 
8. Support KS Horse Racing as needed
9. Develop equine handling protocol for 

emergency response & law enforcement 
10. OTHER: WRITE IN



Image by 
Kirkwood Kreations Photography

Kansas Horse Council Sponsored/Promoted Events

• September 6th to 15th : ALL Horse Events at Kansas State Fair
• September 13th: Trail Ride at Historic Lake Scott
• September 21st: High Plains Horseman’s Day at Colby Community College
• October 18th, 19th and 20th : Campout & Trail Ride at Clawson Ranch, Englewood, SW KS
• December 7th: Lawrence Old Fashioned Christmas Parade & Chili Feed
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