lowa Department of Agriculture

Chapter 67: Animal Welfare

21—67.8(162) Dog day cares.

67.8(3) Approval based on number af dags.'"fhc ‘dcpamncnt will appfové a dog day care for a
maximum number of dogs based on, but not limited to, available space, available staff, and staff’s
ability to supervise dogs.

67.8(4) Facility requirements. A facility licensed to be a dog day care shall meet the housing facility
and primary enclosure requirements provided for in rule 21—67.3(162). The dog day care shall also
comply with the following facility requirements:

a.  Group interaction is permitted for dogs, including dogs owned by different owners, that are
compatible with one another. A facility licensed as a dog day care shall comply with all requirements in
this rule during all hours of operation.

b.  The play area for dogs shall provide for 2 minimum of 50 square feet per dog. Play areas must
have a sign placed at the entry of the play arca stating the maximum number of dogs allowed in the play
area at any one time.

¢.  Each dog attending a dog day care must have a primary enclosure. When not under direct
supervision, dogs at a dog day care must be housed within a primary enclosure at all times. Group
housing within a primary enclosure is permitted for dogs from the same houschold that are compatible
with one another.

67.8(6) Operations. A facility licensed to be a dog day care shall comply with the following
operational standards:

a. A dog, including a dog owned by the dog day care owner or a dog day care employee, shall be
admitted into a dog day care only after the day care has:

(1) Subjected the dog to a pre-entry screening process that adequately evaluates the temperament
of the dog, the dog’s ability to interact with other dogs in a positive manner, and the dog’s ability to
interact with humans in a positive manner. The screening shall include, but not be limited to, obtaining
a social history of the dog from the dog’s owner. A written record of the testing shall be maintained by
the facility for the time the dog is ¢nrolled in the day care. The day care shall not admit any dog into
the day care if the dog has a predisposition to be possessive of cither the facility or a person owning or
working in the facility. The day care shall not admit any dog that is known to have a predisposition of
aggression toward other dogs or people,

(2) Obtained from the dog’s owner written documentation of the medical history of the dog,
including the dog’s current vaccination status against distemper, parvo and rabies, unless exempted by
direct, written recommendation of the owner’s veterinarian or exempted by lowa Code section 351.42.

(3) Obtained written documentation that the dog has been spayed or neutered, if the dog is over six
months of age.

(4) Obtained a written acknowledgment from the dog’s owner that the owner understands the
inherent risk of injury or disease when dogs owned by different people are allowed to commingle. This
written acknowledgment shall be separately signed or initialed by the dog’s owner.




b. The dog day care shall separate dogs in the dog day care into playgroups comprised of
compatible dogs. Dogs of incompatible personalitics or temperaments shall be maintained separately.

¢.  The dog day care shall make advance arrangements in writing with a veterinarian to provide
emergency veterinary care for dogs at the dog day care. This agreement must be updated annually.

d. A sick, discased or injured dog shall be immediately removed from the playgroup and
isolated. If circumstances indicate that immediate veterinary care is required, the dog shall be taken
to a veterinarian or a veterinarian shall be called to examine the dog. The veterinarian can be cither a
veterinarian whose services have been contracted for by the dog day care or the veterinarian designated
by the dog’s owner, if a timely examination by that veterinarian is feasible.

e.  The feeding of'a dog and giving of snacks to a dog shall only be provided when the dog receiving
the food or snack is contained within a primary enclosure. Treats for the purpose of training or managing
a group of dogs are permissible.

£ A dog day care shall not establish a playgroup composed of more than 30 dogs.

g Adogday care shall employ sufficient staffing so that there is a minimum of one person assigned
to each playgroup with 15 or fewer dogs and two people assigned to each playgroup with 16 to 30 dogs.
The person(s) supervising a playgroup must provide direct and immediate visual supervision at all times.

h.  Atall times, a dog day care must ensure that dogs are safe within the dog day care group.

i Rest time within a primary enclosure must be provided for a minimum of two hours per day.

Direct supervision is not required while dogs are housed within primary enclosures.
[ARC 4789€, 1AB 12/4/19, effcotive 1/8/20; see Delay note at end of chapier; ARC 5713C, 1AB 616721, effextive 7/2121]
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BOARDING AND/OR TRAINING KENNEL REGULATIONS

Part 14. Classification and Separation

14.6. Any facility that operates as both a boarding/training facility and an animal
shelter must have separate ventilation and full-wall separation between the boarding/training
and shelter areas. Facilities may submit a written request to the Commissioner for an exemption
from this requirement. Any such submission must demonstrate provisions for the health and
safety of the animals in the facility if such exemption were to be granted.

14.10.2. Boarding/training facilities, grooming facilities, and pet handlers may commingle
dogs from different households in common areas, under constant and direct supervision, with
the written consent of the owners.

14.10.3. There must be a minimum of one human supervisor (at least 16 years of age)
present, at all times, who has immediate access to and is able to directly supervise and
constantly view each common area where dogs from different owners are commingled. Under
no circumstances will viewing by video camera or through windows be considered acceptable
supervision to satisfy this requirement. Employees who are engaged in performing other tasks,
including grooming other pet animals, do not satisfy this requirement.

14.10.4. There must be at least one human supervisor for every 15 dogs commingled
within each common area. If more than 15 dogs are commingled in a common area, then the

supervisor-dog ratio becomes:

2-15 dogs — one supervisor;



14.10.5.
any time.

Part 19. Recordkeeping

16-30 dogs — two supervisors;
31-45 dogs — three supervisors;

45-60 dogs — four supervisors.

No more than 60 dogs may be commingled in any enclosure or common area at

19.8. Written permissions

19.8.2.

Housing boarded dogs in crates requires written consent of the owner.




