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Special points of interest:

®  Pine Health: take action

now

° Thousand cankers of

walnut update

Pine wilt

Pine tip blight

Plant Disease 1n Kansas

Pine disease management for late winter and carly spring

It is that time of the year that pine
wilt should be addressed before

the spring months. Currently

about 95% of the trees infected
are showing pine wilt symptoms
of complete death or severe de-
cline. Trees affected in Kansas

commonly are Austrian, Scotch,

and mugo (shrub like) pines.

All branches and trunk material
thicker than 1 1/2 inches in diam-
eter should be collected and dis-

are in that wood.

How to tell if a dead pine tree

died from pine wilt:

1. Isthe tree or shrub a

posed of when pine wilt strikes

since disease causing nematodes

Austrian, Scotch, or mu-
go pine? The discase does

not affect other evergreens
such as cedar or junipers.
Ponderosa pine is not con-
sidered a host in Kansas.
White pines have few re-
ports but get the discase.

2. Cutabranch (dead needles
still attached) near the
trunk. Press your skin on
the cut. Is the cut wood
sticky from resin? If not

then it is a good suspect for

pine wilt since the nematode

kills the resin cells stopping

resin flow.

trunk at shoulder height from
2-3 branches is sufficient for
testing. Contact your local
county extension office, local
KEFS forester, or our office for

more instruction if needed.

Removing the tree from the prop-
erty will break the disease cycle in
the upcoming spring and summer

months.

Do not save for firewood since it
can provide a source of disease

infestation to healthy trees.

Chipping the wood into pieces of

less than 1 1/2 inches or so is an

3. If the tree cut is not resinous

and one of the three species
listed, have the plant
tested or just removed. A

wood sample taken near the

If only the pine tips or branches are dead:

Pine tip blight, flat headed borers,
IPS beetles or drought can be prob-
lems that also affect pines. Just re-
cently I visited Beloit and with the
help of Jenae Ryan, KSU extension,
we assessed pines for disease issues.
What we found was a lot of pine tip
blight had affected the Austrian pines
in and around the community and
linked to a severe hail storm during
Labor Day of last year. The hail

“ caused a lot of wounds that the dis-

sas Department

case fungus invaded.

The point being is that a lot of
our pine health issues are

weather related in some form
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or another.

Remember, Kansas does not have
a native pine. The environment
has been the limiting issue. There-
fore, we need to be good stewards
of pines by providing management
inputs that address stresses and the
proverbial “not put all our eggs in

one basket”.

Late winter and early spring
are the best time to prune out
dead limbs. If the tree has less
than 30% of the crown affected,
the tree may be salvageable alt-
hough it depends on what caused

the injury. Consult a certified tree

maE) &

alternative if mulch is desired. It is
important not to use these chips
directly on pines but on other trees

such as maples, oaks, etc..

Other disposal treatments include

burning and burying.

arborist in your area or again your
local county extension office or KFS

forester.

If the tree is completely dead or
where the crown is affected more
than 30%, tree removal is highly
recommended. The weakened tree
will host a lot of nasty insects and

disease. Do not use for firewood.

When planting trees, mix species and
growth habits. If you are planting
only one species then one event
can spell disaster.

In the case of broken leader or hail
injury, pines may out grow it with
some TLC. Watch the tree(s) 1 yr.
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INVASIVE SPECIES

Plant Protection and Weed Control Program

Plant Protection and Weed Control staff work to ensure the
health of the state’s native and cultivated plants by exclud-
ing or controlling destructive pests, diseases and weeds.
Staff examine and analyze pest conditions in crop fields,
rangelands, greenhouses and nurseries. Action taken to
control potential infestations of new pests, whether they
are insects, plants diseases or weeds, is beneficial to the
economy and the environment.

Our Mission is to:

e  Exclude or control harmful insects, plant diseases, and

weeds;

e Ensure Kansas plants and plant products entering com-
merce are free from quarantine pests;

e  Provide customers with inspection and certification

services.

Plant Disease in Kansas addresses disease situations in
field crops, trees and shrubs of native ecosystems and
landscapes, and plants or plant products in forestry and
horticultural trades. The Kansas Department of Agriculture
works cooperatively with Kansas State University and Ex-
tension programs, Kansas Forest Service, United States
Department of Agriculture, and various commodity groups.

Update on Thousand Cankers of Walnut

Recent developments nationally over the past year regarding TCD

include the following:

Maryland and Pennsylvania added internal quarantines for a couple

of counties. Maryland was able to find the disease only after using
pherome baited walnut branches in an area where the twig beetle

was found but the disease could not be found.

Distribution of Thousand Cankers Disease as of January 20, 2015

=TCD confirmed
Quarantine issued

Source: www.thousandcankers.com

The fungus that causes the discase
was found in Indiana in relation-
ship with a weevil. It is unknown

whether the insect is a vector.

In Kansas, the Thousand Cankers
quarantine of 2010 was amended
in 2014 to allow for fumigation
and kiln drying protocols for safe-
guarding regulated walnut articles
and plant health inspections for
plants originating in states where

the disease is present.

Trapping for the walnut twig bee-
tle was conducted in NC and C
Kansas in 2014. Results are still
pending but samples have been
negative so far. The beetle is cur-
rently not known to occur in Kan-

Sas.
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In 2015, limited WTB trapping
will be conducted because of the
lack of outside funding. Urban
centers and other pathways will
be evaluated and field surveyed

given staff time and resources.

Board suppliers in Oregon and
Lenexa ,Kansas have been in-
formed of quarantine regulation
of shipping into Kansas walnut
boards with bark attached.

Kansas Department of Agricul-
ture continues to inform the
public and be watchful of path-
ways and risks associated with
walnut especially raw wood arti-
cles such as logs, firewood, and

hobbyist woodworking pieces.




