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Minutes from CAPS Committee Meeting on May 23,2018 

 

The state CAPS Committee met on May 18, 2017 at 9:00 am at the Kansas Department of 

Agriculture, 1320 Research Park Drive, Manhattan.  In attendance were: Shayne Galford-USDA-

APHIS-PPQ, Craig Webb-USDA-APHIS-PPQ, Doug Jardine-KSU, Chris Steffen-KDWPT, 

Ryan Armbrust-KFS, Tim Todd-KSU, Judy O’Mara-KSU, Megan Kennelly-KSU, Josh Roe-

KDA, Jeff Vogel-KDA, Greg Chrislip-KDA, Scott Marsh-KDA and Laurinda Ramonda-KDA. 

 

Introductions were made.  

 

2017 CAPS, Farmbill and Line Items: 

 

▪ Karnal bunt  

 

➢ 94 samples in 24 central part of the state – survey done by KDA staff – All negative 
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▪ Corn Commodity Survey  

 

➢ Two year survey. In 2017, 87 fields in 35 northern counties – survey done by 

seasonal staff, Brian Brunkow.  One site for every 25,000 acres of corn. Soil sampling 

occurred once at each field and disease and trap activities will occurred monthly at 

each site during May to September.  Survey began May 11 and completed on October 

13.  All targets were negative except bacterial leaf streak (Xanthamonas vasicola pv. 

Vasculorum).  Map of counties below. 

➢ Trapping – Egyptian Cottonworm (Spodoptera littoralis) and cotton cutworm 

(Spodoptera litura) – 1 trap for each at each location 

➢ Diseases - late wilt (Harpophora maydis ), Java downy mildew (Peronosclerospora 

maydis), Philippine downy mildew (Peronosclerospora philippinensis), Brown stripe 

downy mildew (Sclerophthora rayssiae var. zeae), bacterial leaf streak (Xanthamonas 

vasicola pv. Vasculorum), tar spot (Phyllachora maydis and Monographella maydis) 

and Goss’ bacterial wilt.   

➢ Nematode - Mexican corn cyst nematode (Punctodera chalcoensis) – One sample 

consisting of 15-20 cores of soil from each field.  Samples will be sent to Tim Todd at 

the KSU Nematology Lab. 

 
 

Counties and Number of Locations Planned for Survey 
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Field Locations 

Bacterial leaf streak/Xanthomonas vasicola pv. Vasiculorum 

Includes surveys in southern counties by Doug Jardine (KSU) 
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2017 Farmbill: 

▪ Walnut Twig Beetle/Thousand Cankers Disease Survey

➢ 33 sites with 1 trap at each site in 12 northeastern counties by Brent Jones (seasonal 

employee).   

➢ Trapping will occurred from August 14-October 13, 2017. 

➢ All negative. 

2018 Planned Surveys: 

▪ Corn Commodity Survey

➢ 89 fields in 48 southern counties – survey done by seasonal staff, Brian Brunkow.   

➢ One site for every 25,000 acres of corn. Soil sampling will occur once at each field 

and disease and trap activities will occurred monthly at each site during May to 

September.   

➢ Trapping – Egyptian Cottonworm (Spodoptera littoralis) and cotton cutworm 

(Spodoptera litura) – 1 trap for each at each location 

➢ Diseases - late wilt (Harpophora maydis ), Java downy mildew (Peronosclerospora 

maydis), Philippine downy mildew (Peronosclerospora philippinensis), Brown stripe 

downy mildew (Sclerophthora rayssiae var. zeae), bacterial leaf streak (Xanthamonas 

2017 Walnut Twig Beetle/Thousand Cankers 

Disease Survey 

33 Locations – 12 Counties 
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vasicola pv. Vasculorum), tar spot (Phyllachora maydis and Monographella maydis) 

and Goss’ bacterial wilt.   
➢ Nematode - Mexican corn cyst nematode (Punctodera chalcoensis) – One sample consisting 

of 15-20 cores of soil from each field.  Samples will be sent to Tim Todd at the KSU 

Nematology Lab. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counties and Number of Locations Planned for 

Survey 
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▪ Karnal bunt  

 

➢ 96 samples in 28 counties in the western part of the state – survey done by KDA staff  
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▪ Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea stoebe L.) Survey for Biological Control 

 

➢ 34 counties to be surveyed in the northeast part of Kansas 

➢ Surveyed by seasonal employee 

➢ June – July survey (when flowering) 

 

 
 

 

Farmbill: 

 

▪ Forest Pest Outreach 

 

➢ May - September 

 

Objectives: 

 

1.  Obtain information on the movement of firewood by campers and outdoor enthusiasts 

into Kansas  

2.  Determine the knowledge level of campers and outdoor enthusiasts concerning 

firewood and invasive pest issues  

3.  Educate consumers, particularly hunters, fishers, outdoorsmen, and campers, about the 

risks of moving invasive pests via firewood.  This group spends a great deal of time 

outdoors and is a potentially large source of unregulated firewood movement.   

 

During this project, activities will be conducted to reach campers and other outdoor 

enthusiasts in Kansas: 

 

1. One seasonal employee will visit campsites across the state to conduct camper 

surveys.  Surveys will determine where the individuals are from, if they brought 

firewood with them, how much they know about firewood issues and invasive pests, 
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and if they are aware of any firewood quarantines in their state.  After the 

questionnaire is completed, the campers will receive outreach materials on invasive 

pests and firewood movement.  This will provide an educational experience about the 

prevention of spreading invasive pests. 

 

2. The seasonal employee and a staff member would also conduct outreach events at 2-3 

large hunting/camping stores (i.e. Cabela’s, etc.) in the state.   We will cooperate with 

each store to obtain space in their building or near their store entrance to display 

information about the different invasive species that are threatening our state and how 

to identify them.  Visitors will be asked to complete a brief questionnaire, intended to 

determine their knowledge of pests of concern to the state and firewood as a pathway 

for invasive plant pests.  We will also have specimens so that visitors can see what 

the pests and their damage look like.  These events will provide the most accurate 

information to the public.   

 

Data collected will be reviewed for patterns of movement of firewood into the state, and the 

awareness of campers and outdoor enthusiasts with regards to plant pests and firewood as a 

pathway.  This data will be used to direct and improve future education and outreach efforts 

to campers and other members of the outdoor community, and target future regulatory efforts 

and pest surveys. 
 

▪ Walnut Twig Beetle 

 

➢ June – August 

➢ 14 counties to be surveyed in the southeast part of Kansas 

➢ 44 sites 

➢ Surveyed by seasonal employee 

➢ Traps checked 1-2 weeks 
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USDA-APHIS-PPQ Updates: 

 

Shayne Galford - State Plant Health Director (SPHD): 

Surveys: 

• Gypsy Moth – 300 traps in Kansas City Metro and 200 traps in northwest part of state 

• 2017 – No gypsy moth found 

• Bark Beetle/Wood Borer – 15 sites – in Kansas City, military bases and Emergency 

Action Notice EAN) areas 

• Rosy Gypsy Moth traps will be set at same areas as bark beetles 

• Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) – traps set at 100 miles of known infestations 

• National contract group should be done setting traps in Kansas at end of May 

• Federal Deregulation of EAB update – No survey planned for 2019, feds are currently 

working through the process 

• Deregulation opposition – Forest Service and Native Americans, others will be able 

to make comments when the document is complete 

Craig Webb – A few Phytophthora ramorum samples have been coming in  

 

KDA Specialist Updates: 

 

Jeff Vogel: 

• Reorganized program -seed inspections added and Jeff oversees the Grain Warehouse 

program 

• New field staff hired – Erin Smothers will be in the north central part of the state 

• Area staff supervisor added – Jennifer Smith 

• Legislature passed industrial hemp bill – PPWC will be administrating it.  Working on 

regulations now.  Need to be done by July 1 and adopted by end of year.  License will 

be required to produce and this will only be for research. 

• Disease update – wheat disease survey is in progress for producing the annual wheat 

disease report 

• Nursery problems – Canna virus, Hosta Virus X and Rose Mosaic 

 

Greg Chrislip: 

• European Pepper Moth – 3 staff have taken samples and sent for confirmation.  Came 

from southwest and southeast part of state 

• KSU Diagnostic Lab Closing – Don’t know what the effect of this will be.  

Happening June 16.  Need to find out what the plan will be for samples. 

 

Scott Marsh: 

• New Noxious Weed Bill passed – Moved Law to Regulation – Makes it easier to add 

to list 

• To add new weed to list the weed must will require scientific information and go 

through a 13-member advisory committee 

• Spotted Knapweed – Top of list to add 

• List will most likely change in 2020 



10 

 

• Leafy Spurge Flea Beetles – want to move some from North Dakota to Kansas 

because there are some small patches 

• Bind Weed Mite and Moth – no success with in Kansas 

• Colorado bio-control insects – there is a good resource here 

• Grecian Foxglove – spraying continues and will be done last week in May 

 

Specialist Updates: 

 

Chris Steffen: 

• Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) – Survey 14 lakes for plants.  Getting an estimate 

on volume.  Preparing to treat and monitor. 

• Survey – 50 lakes will be surveyed in 2018 and have 100 to do 

• Will be looking for a habitat specialist in the next 5 years 

• Disease work – Large Mouth Bass Virus -10 lakes have it.  80%-90% kill rate. Takes 

about 10 years for population to get back to normal. 

• Zebra Mussels – Monitor 100 lakes, 30 are positive.  Also checked 200 bait shops. 

• Don’t Let It Loose Campaign – went to pet shops and gave signage to have a return 

policy so people don’t release 

 

Doug Jardine: 

• Southern Rust – 3 years in a row has shown up earlier than average. 

• Will be looking for Bacterial Rust in negative counties 

• New App – IPIPE LITE – scouting tool – available on Google Play  

 

Megan Kennelly: 

• Gray Mold – A grad student is looking for it in greenhouses. 

• New Staff – 2 new people have joined the department and are doing virus research 

 

Ryan Armbrust: 

• Attached is the Kansas Forest Service Report 

• Abiotic Plant Pests – working on it for website 

• EAB – conducting wind chill survey 

• Doing invasive plant outreach 

• Walnut Decline – report to Ryan if it is seen 

 

Tim Todd: 

• Nematode Survey – no exotics, first time done in corn fields 

• Use data for loss estimates – 30% of corn fields are at risk for economic loss 

 

Judy O’Mara: 

• Samples are down – don’t know if it is from the cold and dry weather or fee increase 

• Wheat Streak – starting to pick up in last 2 weeks 

• Winter Damage – seen on evergreens in west 

• Herbicide Damage – still an issue 
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Thanks to all that attended and added information! 








































