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COMING UP:

Department Comings and Goings
Please help us welcome these new KDA staff members.

Jennifer Dials ........................... Food Safety and Lodging
BJ Edmonston ........................................ Water Structures
Robert Kuiken ......................... Food Safety and Lodging
Sydney Orel....................................................... Laboratory
Elizabeth Orr ................................................... Laboratory
Olivia Talavera ................................................. Laboratory
Eva Zurek ................................. Food Safety and Lodging

H.R. CORNER
Recently posted in the HR Bulletins section 
of the website:

Active Violence Policy Memo
Health Quest September Newsletter
OPS Training Calendar September

Check the page often for the most  
up-to-date newsletters and information.

These employees are no longer at KDA:

Tracy Campuzano ............................................ Animal Health 
Greg Chrislip ................. Plant Protection and Weed Control
Shelli Hornberger ........................... Food Safety and Lodging
James Kitch .......................................... Pesticide and Fertilizer
Chris Mozingo ................................. Food Safety and Lodging
Andrew Schaal ................................. Food Safety and Lodging
Delbert Smith .......................................................... Laboratory 

Retired:
Keith Lassiter ....................................... Weights and Measures

Who are the people in your neighborhood?
The KDA building in Manhattan houses more than just KDA staff. 
You have probably noticed the uniforms and vehicles of the Kansas 
Highway Patrol, which has offices on the second floor. The Food and 
Drug Administration also has staff on second floor. The K-State Beef 
Cattle Institute's headquarters are on the second floor as well, and 
the K-State College of Agriculture has staff on the second and on the 
third floor, along with the Kansas Department of Labor. 

In addition to being good neighbors, these folks are good partners in 
many projects that are part of the KDA vision and mission. 

Regional Meetings
The end of October will mark the annual Regional Meetings across 
the state, and attendance is expected from every KDA staff member. 
Eight meetings are scheduled over 4 days in 6 locations, so everyone 
should be able to find a meeting to attend. Watch for an email soon 
so that you can sign up for the best time and location for you. 

Monday, Oct. 29 9:30 Hays
   2:30 Garden City
Tuesday, Oct. 30 9:00 Derby
   2:00  Chanute
Wednesday, Oct. 31 9:30 Manhattan
   12:00 Manhattan
Friday, Nov. 2  9:00 Topeka
   11:30 Topeka

Oct. 1-31 ................................... Open Enrollment for  
      State Health Plan
Oct. 29-Nov. 2 ...................................... Regional Meetings
Nov. 12 .................................... Veteran's Day (office closed
Nov. 22-23 ............................. Thanksgiving (office closed)
Dec. 17-20 ............ RAMPART: Animal Disease Exercise
Dec. 24-25 ................................... Christmas (office closed)

Open Enrollment
Open Enrollment for Group Health   
Insurance PY 2019 runs from Oct. 
1-31, 2018. Meetings will be held at 
KDA offices across the state on several 
upcoming dates. Find information in-
cluding the Open Enrollment meeting 
schedule on the HR Bulletins page. 

http://agriculture.ks.gov/hr-bulletins
http://agriculture.ks.gov/e-handbook/kda-policies/active-violence-policy
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/hr-bulletins/hq-newsletter-september-2018.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/hr-bulletins/training-calendar-september-2018.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://agriculture.ks.gov/hr-bulletins
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Time to Reset Your Password?
The Office 365 portal is the place to go to reset your password, which you need to do every 
3 months. Use this link for easy steps to help with that process. Passwords must be at least 8 
characters, but the longer the better. You need to use at least three of the following: upper-
case letter, lower-case letter, number, special character. Don't use personal information like 
birthdays or names, but DO use phrases or random words that are easy to remember but 
hard to guess. Once you reset your password, don't forget you'll need to enter it into your 
mobile device too.

From the 
IT Team

PHOTO CONTEST 
Have you voted in the KDA Photo 
Contest yet? All of the entries are 
posted on KDA's Facebook page. 
The photos with 
the most votes 
in each category 
will be declared 
finalists, and 
then Kansas ag 
leaders will select the winners. 

As you look, keep in mind that 
KDA can use these photos for our 
social media and other promo-
tional materials — if you see any 
that you think would be good to 
use in your program area, let the 
communications team know!

Strengths in the Workplace
The second four months of strength activities have highlighted how our strengths can be applied in the workplace. 
"Beyond the Ordinary" helped us to think about how our strengths contribute to accomplishing our top tasks and 
responsibilities. In "Challenge Accepted" we focused on how to employ our strengths to address specific workplace 
challenges — some groups applied amazing artistic talents to their visual representations of their challenges! 

The "Goals: The Map to Daily Strength Engagement" activity provided an excellent framework to 
identify and work toward goals, including engaging an accountability partner to help reflect on 
our progress. And finally we discussed how to "Establish Your Brand" and created a personal brand 
statement. 

The next four months we are turning our focus toward applying our strengths within a team, learn-
ing how a team can benefit from the many strengths of its members.

Museum Matching!
Match the unusual museum in Kansas with the town where you'll find it. 

Hutchinson
Topeka
LaCrosse
Lucas
El Dorado
Wichita
Abilene
Marquette
Norton

Barbed Wire Museum

Kansas Oil Museum

Kansas Motorcycle Museum

Greyhound Hall of Fame

Pizza Hut Museum

Gallery of Presidential Also-Rans

Evel Knievel Museum

Underground Salt Museum

The World's Largest Collection 
of the World's Smallest Versions 
of the World's Largest Things

https://kdainfotech.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/KDAITTraining/pages/145129478/Reset+Password
https://www.facebook.com/KansasDeptofAg
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Laura Moody                     
Water Management Data Entry Super-
visor
Laura has been instrumental in mov-
ing forward development of the Water 
Right Information System, keeping the 
program moving in the right direction 
by providing feedback, foresight and 
expertise.

Jodie Barker                       
Water Appropriations Environmental 
Scientist
Jodie works in the Stockton field office, 
and directs her attention to detail 
toward the water use reports and other 
materials that are overseen by that team, 
producing high quality work at a high 
volume. 

Kristen Baum                     
Water Appropriations Environmental 
Scientist
Kristen contributes to her team in many 
ways, including consistent efforts to 
better assist water users and to make the 
program more efficient in its mission.

Donald Simons                  
Pesticide and Fertilizer Compliance 
Investigator
Don does an outstanding job inves-
tigating complaints, and has become 
the P&F team specialist in anhydrous 
ammonia, developing presentations 
and training team members to share his 
knowledge.

Kent Spor                            
Pesticide and Fertilizer Compliance 
Investigator
Kent is an excellent investigator, and has 
contributed to the team in many ways, 
helping with training and finding ways 

Employees of the Quarter: 2nd quarter of 2018
to make the team more efficient in addi-
tion to doing high quality work.

Scott Marsh  
State Weeds Specialist
Over the past few months, Scott has played 
a significant role in the development of the 
rules and regulations for the new industri-
al hemp research program.

Le Williams, Linda Sibert, John 
Oldham, Josh Garcia, Robert Buss 
Information Technology Team
This team of IT professionals were called 
into action when the fire on the K-State 
campus caused the KDA data center to be 
shut down for an extended time. During 
the outage they showed great professional 
conduct and commitment to ensure that 
KDA’s IT applications and services were 
online and working as soon as possible.   

Lisa Tillotson                      
Food Safety and Lodging Public Service 
Administrator
Lisa has played an important role in 
helping customers renew their licenses this 
year, with great commitment to customer 
service.

Harrison Rowland            
Food Safety and Lodging Inspector
Harrison serves food establishments in 
southeast Kansas, with a focus on food 
safety and education for the restaurants 
and other businesses in his jurisdiction. 

Deidre Romine                  
Food Safety and Lodging Administrative 
Assistant
Deidre has played an important role in 
helping customers renew their licenses this 
year, with great commitment to customer 
service.

Jill King                                 
Food Safety and Lodging Inspector
Jill serves east-central Kansas as a food 
safety inspector. She has stepped up as a 
team player in many ways this year, and 
has shown great commitment to food 
safety education. 

Amber Barham                  
Food Safety and Lodging District Manager
Amber was nominated for her work as 
food safety inspector, especially her pro-
fessionalism and commitment to public 
safety and to inspectors and staff in the 
program, including those outside her 
team.

Cathy Thompson              
Div. of Conservation Program Consultant
Cathy manages the Cost Share and In-
formation Management System, which 
includes helping others with the system 
here at KDA as well as at county conserva-
tion districts. 

Dana Ladner  
Compliance Education Coordinator
Dana assists all programs with compliance 
education events, and over the past few 
months has been particularly helpful with 
events providing information about the 
new industrial hemp research program.

Marty Wellington             
Administration — Legal
Marty serves as part of the KDA legal 
team, and also schedules conference 
rooms and helps with front desk customer 
service, providing a high 
level of professionalism 
and service to those in 
and out of the agency.
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KDA activities this month

1. We hosted our first-ever Food Safety Seminar in Chinese at the Manhattan office on Aug. 27, followed by another in KC later that 
week. 

2. From the Land of Kansas hosted “Taste of Kansas” — a farm to fork dinner in WaKeeney — featuring only products grown, raised 
and produced in Kansas. 

3. Loren Minnich and the rest of the KDA weights and measures team celebrated Keith Lassiter upon his retirement in September. 
4. The night before the Ag Summit we hosted a fun social event at the Stanley Stout Center for ag leaders from across the state. 
5. Workshops at the third annual Kansas Ag Growth Summit on Aug. 23 gave an opportunity for ag sectors to identify actions they 

will take to grow Kansas agriculture in the coming years. 
6. Chef Alli and Kurt Dillon were among the contestants in the 13th annual Kansas Grape Stomp at the Kansas State Fair.  
7. KDA Animal Health staff had a full-time presence at the Kansas State Fair, checking in livestock. 
8. The State Conservation Commission enjoyed the Ag Appreciation Luncheon at the Kansas State Fair on Sept. 13 in Hutchinson. 
9. Ashley Goodman represented KDA’s dairy and feed safety program in a commercial for BCBS featuring state employees hard at 

work. 


