
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 
1. The State Conservation Commission meeting was called to order by Rod Vorhees, Chairman and Area V 

Commissioner at 12:44 p.m., Monday, March 27, 2023 at the Kansas Department of Agriculture, 1320 Research 
Park Drive, Manhattan, KS. 

2. ATTENDANCE: 

Elected Commissioners: 
 

 Ted Nighswonger, Area I Commissioner 
 Jed Fleske, Area II Commissioner  

John Wunder, Area IV Commissioner  
Rod Vorhees, Area V Commissioner  
 
Ex-Officio & Appointed Members: 

 
Eric Allness, Acting State Conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service  
Terry Medley, P.E., Water Structures Program Manager, Division of Water Resources, Kansas Department of 

Agriculture 
Peter Tomlinson, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Extension Specialist for Environmental Quality Agronomy 

Department, Kansas State University 
Susan Metzger, Associate Director, College of Agriculture, K-State Research and Extension, Director Kansas 

Center for Agricultural Resources and the Environment (KCARE) and the Kansas Water Resources Institute 
(KWRI)  

 
Division of Conservation, Kansas Department of Agriculture Staff: 
 
Andrew Lyon, Executive Director 
Steve Frost, Assistant Director, Administrative Manager  
Dave Jones, Water Quality Program Manager  
Kristin Kloft, Riparian & Wetland Program Manager 
Marsha Setzkorn-Meyer, Conservation District Program Coordinator 
Cathy Thompson, Program Consultant 
Christy Koelzer, Administrative Specialist 

 
Guests: 
Dan Meyerhoff, Executive Director, KACD   
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Rhonda Coffman, Leadership & Field Services Coordinator, KACD 
Allen Roth, Area I KACD Director 
Bevin Law, Area IV KACD Director  
Amanda Scott, President, KACD-EO 
Gaye Benfer, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, NRCS 
Dean Krehbiel, State Resource Conservationist, NRCS 
Monty Breneman, Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations, Hays, NRCS 
Kris Ethridge, Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations, Hutchinson, NRCS 
Justin Kneisel, Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations, Emporia, NRCS 
Tracy Freeman, Acting Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations, Manhattan, NRCS 
  

3. NEW BUSINESS: 
  

a.   SCC Action on CREP Application – Frost  
 
i. Steve Frost informed the commissioners on the current rental rates for the CREP program (Attachment 

A), provided an overview of the purpose of the program and approved contract totals (Attachment B), 
and explained the need for a CREP Eligibility Status Review (Attachment C). A landowner in Finney 
County would like to enroll in the CREP program but doesn’t meet the criteria due to enrollment as a 
DWR Water Conservation Area.  Prior to the WCA, the landowner would have met the CREP 
enrollment criteria.   Neither the statute or the federal memorandum of understanding has a waiver or 
review criteria.  In lieu of the WCA, DOC would recommend a waiver to allow enrollment in CREP.  
If a waiver is approved, DOC would seek to address the statute for a defined waiver or exemption 
process.      

 

A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to recommend the landowner be provided a waiver of the state water 
use eligibility criteria regarding Water Right File Numbers 5871 and 28621 D1 for enrollment in the CREP 
project. The motion was seconded by Peter Tomlinson.  Motion carried.   
         
4. ADJOURNMENT:       

 
A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Jed Fleske.  
Motion carried.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:07 p.m. 

                                                             
Andrew Lyon 
Executive Director 
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