
 

 

 
MINUTES OF THE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 
1. The State Conservation Commission meeting was called to order by Rod Vorhees, Chairman 

and Area V Commissioner at 9:08 a.m., Monday, September 13, 2010 at the Holiday Inn 
Express, Hutchinson, Kansas. 
 

2. ATTENDANCE: 
 
Elected Commissioners: 
 
Ted Nighswonger, Area I Commissioner 
Andy Larson, Area II Commissioner 
Brad Shogren, Area III Commissioner 
John Wunder, Area IV Commissioner, Vice-Chairman 
Rod Vorhees, Area V Commissioner, Chairman 
 
Ex-Officio & Appointed Members: 
 
None. 

 
Staff: 
 
Greg Foley, Executive Director 
Don Jones, Water Quality Programs Manager 
 
Guest: 
 
Rhonda Sulsar, NRCS, State Administrative Officer 

 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 
Motion by Ted Nighswonger to approve the agenda, as mailed.  Seconded by Andy 
Larson.  Motion carried. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Brad Shogren to approve the August 2, 2010 minutes as mailed.  Seconded 
by John Wunder.  Motion carried. 
 

5. COMMENTS FROM GUESTS: 
 
Rhonda Sulsar, NRCS 
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6. COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

None. 
 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
a. Greg Foley provided an overview of the Kansas Water Authority budget 

recommendations and reviewed final budget planning issues for Fiscal Year 2012. 
 
i. Kansas Water Authority recommendation – See Attachment A. 

 
ii. Enhancements:  State Aid to Conservation Districts - $40,000 – Reviewed 

procedure and process to request full funding for Aid to Conservation Districts. 
 

b. Kansas Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund update – The SCC learned that this 
procedure would require the SCC to sign a promissory note and could not be handled like 
the other KDHE funding programs.  The SCC does not have the statutory authority to 
incur indebtedness and therefore will not be able to sponsor an effort to obtain additional 
funding for “green projects”. 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a. Review and assign commissioner for the KACD Annual Meeting. 

 
i. Preside at Monday SCC luncheon:  Rod Vorhees. 

 
ii. Give invocation at Monday luncheon:  Brad Shogren. 
 

iii. Guest luncheon speaker introduction:  Andy Larson. 
 

iv. Presentation of 20 year awards:  Ted Nighswonger and John Wunder. 
 

v. Hold elections for the following: 
 

1) KACD areas I, III and V. 
 

2) SCC areas II and IV. 
 

b. KACD resolutions for the 2010 KACD Annual Meeting – Supervisor Training – Greg 
Foley – The supervisor training resolution was discussed at all five area fall meetings and 
was unanimously supported.  The SCC is unaware of additional resolutions at this time. 
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c. Authorize Commissioner and Staff travel. 
 

i. Hakim Saadi’s attendance at the Association of State Dam Safety Officials 
conference in Seattle, Washington on September 19 – 23, 2010.  The travel will be 
totally funded by the Kansas Department of Agriculture via FEMA grant funding – 
Greg Foley. 
 
Motion by Ted Nighswonger to approve Hakim Saadi to attend the Association 
of State Dam Safety Officials conference in Seattle, Washington on September 
19 – 23, 2010.  Andy Larson seconded motion.  Motion carried. 
 

9. REPORTS: 
 
a. Agency Reports: 

 
i. NRCS – Rhonda Sulsar.  See attachment B. 

 
b. Commissioner Reports: 

 
i. Area III Commissioner – Brad Shogren – reviewed issue of Kansas Tort Claim Act 

that was brought forward by the KACD-EO representative.  Staff was directed to 
contact the individual to clarify surrounding issues. 
 

c. Staff Reports: 
 
i. Greg Foley, Executive Director – The Water Supply Restoration Program’s 

(WSRP) initial project is nearly complete.  The dredging of approximately 
1,000,000 cubic yards of sediment has been completed and the closure of the 
Confinement Disposal Facility (CDF) is underway.  The third project sponsor, 
under the WSRP, is close to entering into an agreement with the SCC to address 
issues on the Augusta City Lake.  The last major update to the board addressed a 
Cooperative Agreement with the NRCS to provide design’s for streambank 
stabilization projects.  The SCC will be working with the NRCS to develop a new 
five-year agreement. 
 

10. ADJOURN: 
 
The next regular Commission meeting is scheduled for 2:00 p.m. November 21, 2010 at the 
Wichita Airport Hilton in Wichita Kansas. 
 
Motion by Brad Shogren to adjourn.  Seconded by Ted Nighswonger.  Motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

  
 Executive Director 
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NRCS HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES 
for the 

STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
 

HUTCHINSON, KANSAS 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2010 

 
 
PERSONNEL 
 
New Hire: Justin C. Kramer, Soil Conservation Technician, Altamont 

Leslie C. Spikes, District Conservationist, Liberal (from Plainview, Texas) 
 

Reassignments: Blake M. McLemore, Soil Conservationist, Colby, to Soil Conservationist, 
   Emporia 

 Troy J. Munsch, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, Salina 
   to Assistant State Conservationist for Operations, Manhattan 

 Crystal M. Blackburn, Contract Specialist, Salina to Auburn, Alabama 
 
Promotion:  Sheldon L. Hightower, Resource Conservationist, Hutchinson 
      to Batavia, New York 
 Erin M. Riffey, Contract Specialist, Salina to Contract Specialist, Salina 
 
 
OPERATIONS 
 
Cooperative Agreement Update 
 
Nine of the 10 conservation technician positions have been filled and are located in the following 
field offices:  Emporia, Eureka, Greensburg, Independence, Leoti, Lyndon, Marysville, Salina, 
and Westmoreland. 
 
 
PROGRAMS 
 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 
 
Kansas held two CSP signups in FY 2010.  Kansas received over $20 million.  Funds for signup 
number two are currently being obligated  
 
Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP) 
There are 22 projects that were funded for $561,774. 
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
 
Kansas received over $22.9 million in EQIP funding.  To date, $22.4 million were used to fund 
934 approved contracts.  Kansas is still in the process of obligating EQIP contracts for FY 2010.  
These figures include the following initiatives:  Lesser Prairie-Chicken, Organic, and the 
Ogallala Aquifer. 
 
As part of EQIP, Kansas received over $4 million for the Agricultural Water Enhancement 
Program and is in the process of finalizing FY 2010 obligations.  Three proposals were accepted 
in Kansas:  Equus Beds Groundwater Management District No.2; Northwest Kansas 
Groundwater Management District No. 4; and Big Bend Groundwater Management  
District No. 5. 
 
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) 
 
In FY 2010, two approved contracts enrolled 5,561 acres.  These contracts were funded for 
$811,943 
 
Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) 
 
Kansas producers enrolled 8,883 acres from 16 agreements. 
 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Stimulus Package 
 
Big Caney Site 18, Cowley County, 85 percent complete--When fully implemented, the Big 
Caney Watershed Site 18 flood control dam will be stabilized.  It has experienced two 
downstream slope embankment failures since 2006.  An estimated 1,500 residents will benefit 
from the repair work on this site.  Allocation $320,000; Financial Assistance:  $109,148 
expended to date  
 
Wet Walnut Site 53, Rush County, completed--This dam in Wet Walnut Creek Watershed 
suffered erosion so severe that it is non-compliance with state law.  Financial Assistance 
$212,204 
 
Lyons Creek Site 15, Morris County, new dam construction completed-- Lyons Creek Site 15, a 
flood control dam, will provide protection from massive damage that is caused by heavy rains to 
agricultural land, roads, and rural communities.  The dam is one of 17 planned for the Lyons 
Creek Watershed; 14 have already been built. 
 
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 
 
Kansas received nearly $5.6 million and is still finalizing FY 2010 obligations.   
 
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 
 
Kansas received over $2.1 million for WHIP.  Of this amount, $1.3 million was received and 
obligated for the Lesser Prairie-Chicken Initiative 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 
The NRCS Soil Survey Division will conduct an inventory of the soil carbon stock throughout the 
nation.  The assessment entitled “Rapid Assessment of U.S. Soil Carbon for Climate Change 
and Conservation Planning” will develop a scientifically based and statistically valid baseline 
inventory of soil carbon stocks for the United States.  Approximately 146 primary locations 
across Kansas will be sampled 
 
OTHER 
 
Outreach Activities 
 
Mary Shaffer will be the NRCS point of contract for the “Know Your Farmer Know Your Food” 
and the “People’s Garden” initiatives. 
 
A conservation tour will take place September 20 in northeast Kansas.  NRCS Chief Dave White 
will be attending. 
 
The “Soil Guys” program , an educational and entertaining look at soil, will be staged at the 
Bretz Law Arena at the Kansas State Fair grounds on September 13, 14, 16, and 17, 2010, from 
11-11:30 a.m. each day. 
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