
 

 
109 SW 9

th
 Street 2A 

Topeka, Kansas 66612-1283 

 

MINUTES OF THE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

1. The State Conservation Commission meeting was called to order by Rod Vorhees, 

Chairman and Area V Commissioner at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, November 24, 2013 at the 

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel Wichita Airport, Wichita, Kansas. 

 

2. ATTENDANCE: 

 

Elected Commissioners: 

 

Ted Nighswonger, Area I Commissioner 

Andy Larson, Area II Commissioner 

Brad Shogren, Area III Commissioner 

John Wunder, Area IV Commissioner 

Rod Vorhees, Area V Commissioner 

 

Ex-Officio & Appointed Members: 
 

Eric Banks, State Conservationist, USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) 

Chad Voigt, P.E., Water Structures Program Manager, Kansas Department of Agriculture 

(KDA), Division of Water resources (DWR) 

Dan Devlin, Director, Kansas Care for Agricultural Resources and the Environment 

(KCARE), K-State Research and Extension 

Peter Tomlinson, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Extension Specialist for Environmental 

Quality Agronomy Department, Kansas State University 

 

Division of Conservation (DOC), Kansas Department of Agriculture Staff: 

 

Greg Foley, Executive Director 

Scott Carlson, Mined Land Reclamation Program Manager 

Donna Meader, Public Service Executive 

Don Jones, Water Quality Programs Manager 

Dave Jones, Conservation District Coordinator 

Hakim Saadi, Watershed & Water Supply Program Manager 

Amanda Hunsaker, Program Consultant 
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Guests: 

 

Herb Graves, State Association of Kansas Watersheds (SAKW) 

Representative Kyle Hoffman, District 116 

Jarrod Bowser, Chairman, Jackson County Conservation District 

Sarah Bowser, Jackson County Resident 

Doug Blex, Chairman, Montgomery County Conservation District 

Joyce Bracken, Vice-Chariman, Wilson County Conservation District (arrived @ 4:25 pm) 

Gail Harshaw, District Manager, Wilson County Conservation District (arrived @ 4:25 pm) 

 

3. ADDITIONS, AMENDMENTS AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

Motion by Andy Larson to approve the agenda as presented .  Seconded by John 

Wunder.  Motion carried. 

 

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 

a. Approve the September 12, 2013 meeting minutes as mailed. 

 

Motion by Ted Nighswonger to approve the September 12, 2013 meeting minutes 

as mailed.  Seconded by Brad Shogren.  Motion carried. 

 

5. COMMENTS FROM GUESTS: 

 

a. Herb Graves indicated that he is pleased with the three Operation and Maintenance 

Workshops conducted this fall by DOC, DWR and SAKW.  He also expressed his 

interest in having DOC cover the new Funding Policy during the SAKW Annual 

Conference in January, 2014. 

 

b. Representative Kyle Hoffman – Attending to be there if questions arise regarding 

taxing authority. 

 

c. Jarrod Bowser – Attending to hear topics being discussed. 

 

d. Sarah Bowser – Regional Director, National Sorghum Producers made reference to 

crop insurance and analysis of irrigated grain sorghum. 

 

e. Doug Blex – Remarked that he felt it was extremely important to educate landowners 

on how and where to properly store poultry litter during stationary periods. 
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6. FINANCIAL REPORT: 

 

a. Overview of the FY 2014 first quarter financial report see Attachment A – Donna 

Meader. 

 

Motion by Brad Shogren to approve the FY 2014 first quarter financial report.  

Seconded by Ted Nighswonger.  Motion carried. 

 

7. COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

a. Buffer/CREP – Currently suspended until reauthorized with new Farm Bill – Greg 

Foley. 

 

b. Kansas Association of Conservation Districts (KACD) Mill Levy E-mail see 

Attachment B – Scott Carlson. 

 

c. Water Supply – Osage City Lake article – Hakim Saadi. 

 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

a. Review KACD Convention roles and responsibilities for commissioners and staff. 

 

b. Update on Poultry Litter Nutrient Management Special Project in Southeast Kansas see 

Attachment C – Don Jones. 

 

c. Update of Livestock Water Supply Drought Initiative see Attachment D – Dave Jones. 

 

d. Update on Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) – Greg Foley. 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

a. Review the 2014 Spring Workshop dates and locations – Scott Carlson. 

 

Area I – March 11, American Legion Hall at Grainfield 

Area II – March 12, KSU Experiment Station, Garden City 

Area III – March 13, NRCS Conference Center, Salina 

Area IV – March 4, Farm Bureau, Topeka 

Area V – March 5, Fredonia 

 

b. Overview of the FY 2015 State Conservation Commission budget – Donna Meader. 

 

c. Authorize Commissioner(s) and staff travel. 

 

Motion by Brad Shogren to approve Greg Foley, Andy Larson, Ted Nighswonger 

and John Wunderto attend the 2014 NACD Annual Convention in Anaheim, 

California, February 2-5, 2014.  Seconded by John Wunder.  Motion carried. 
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d. Watershed Dam Construction Program (WDCP) – Hakim Saadi. 

 

i. Rehabilitation revisited see Attachment E (Rehabilitation Recommendation 3). 

 

Motion by Ted Nighswonger to rescind the funding of Site 3 (Switzer Creek 

WD #63) and authorize the funding of $51,739 as outlined in attachment 

(Revised Rehabilitation Recommendation #3).  Seconded by John Wunder.  

Motion carried. 

 

ii. Proposed FY 2014 Watershed Dam Construction Program Policy see Attachment F 

– Hakim Saadi. 

 

Motion by Brad Shogren to approve the proposed Watershed Dam 

Construction Program Funding Policy.  Seconded by Ted Nighswonger.  

Motion carried. 

 

e. Cost-share cancellation and reallocation.  Staff recommendation is to extend two weeks 

until December 20, 2013 due to federal shutdown – Don Jones. 

 

Motion by Andy Larson to approve a December 20, 2013 cancellation of 

uncommitted funds.  Seconded by John Wunder.  Motion carried. 

 

f. Review KACD resolutions and discussion topics – Scott Carlson. 

 

i. Common and Cut-Leaved Teasel see Attachment G. 

 

ii. FY 2015 Division of Conservation Budget see Attachment H. 

 

10. REPORTS: 
 

a. Agency Reports: 

 

i. Eric Banks presented a NRCS Report see Attachment I. 

 

ii. Peter Tomlinson, KSU, Environmental Quality Agronomy Department reported 

that Kansas State University is to do an economic study for Local Enhanced 

Management Area (LEMA) in Sheridan County and the Great Plains grazing 

information is forthcoming. 

 

iii. Chad Voigt, Kansas Department of Agriculture, DWR reported on current topics 

within DWR.  Rain fall data update is digital on NOAH’s website.  FEMA 

floodplain changes.  Corps public notice exemption on farm ponds no impact on 

hydrology. 
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iv. Dan Devlin, KCARE, Kansas State Research and Extension reported on Kansas 

State University, School of Agriculture enrollment is at an all-time high and the 

start-up of a $10 million study on Sorghum. 

 

b. Conservation document submittal summary see Attachment J – Donna Meader 

 

c. Staff reports: 

 

i. Greg Foley reported on EQIP funds for re-introduction of the Black Footed 

Ferret, testimony on the Lesser Prairie Chicken to Natural Resources to US 

Congress sometime in December, Israel trip overview, National Association of 

State Conservation Agencies (NASCA) overview and recognition to Scott 

Carlson and Amanda Hunsaker for being involved with the new DocuWare 

scanning software and upcoming implementation  

 

ii. Scott Carlson reported: 

 

(a) DOC would like to pursue a new protocol for receiving and managing 

conservation district documents.  The DOC will allow conservation districts to 

electronically send specific documents via email.  A statewide email will be 

sent to conservation districts by the end of the year.  This new protocol will 

take effect January 1, 2014 see Attachment K. 

 

(b) 50% of the Conservation District Supervisors have completed the training 

modules. 

 

(c) Announced the 2013 Governor’s Mined Land Reclamation Award winner is 

Mid-States Materials, LLC, from Lecompton. 

 

(d) Gave a new program overview of the Kansas Agricultural Liming Materials 

Act that the DOC is now administering. 

 

iii. Hakim Saadi reported that the DOC, DWR and SAKW conducted three 

successful Operation and Maintenance Workshops in Eureka, Holton and Little 

River.  There were 20 Watershed Districts being represented.  NRCS staff could 

not attend any of the workshops due to the federal government shutdown. 

 

iv. Don Jones reported on Peats Creek, 110-Mile Creek and Twin Lakes. 

 

v. Dave Jones reported Quality Assurance Reviews have been conducted in Pratt 

and Lyndon Management Units. 

 

vi. Donna Meader reported that staff would be attending the Area IV all personnel 

meeting in Manhattan on December 10
th

.  She also thanked Amanda Hunsaker for 

her continued work on the DocuWare scanning. 
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d. Commissioner Reports: 

 

i. Area I – Ted Nighswonger reported on the Governor’s hunt in Graham County. 

 

ii. Area II – Andy Larson remarked on the government shutdown; drought taken toll. 

 

iii. Area III – Brad Shogren reported that he attended the Governor’s Water 

Conference in Manhattan on October 24
th

 and 25
th

, 2013. 

 

iv. Area IV – John Wunder remarked that all should be vigilant working with 

partners and thanks to all in conservation.. 

 

v. Area V – Rod Vorhees remarked that we need to market everything we do and 

who helps us. 
 

11. ADJOURN: 
 

The next regular Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 10, 2014 at 9:00 

a.m. at the Kansas Department of Agriculture Conference Room, Topeka, Kansas. 

 

Motion by Andy Larson to adjourn.  Seconded by John Wunder.  Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
Greg A. Foley 

Executive Director 
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 % of Funds

Appropriation/ Total Funds Committed/ Uncommitted

Program/Fund Index  Allocation Expenditures Expended Encumbered-Contigent Balance

1. STATE GENERAL FUND - 1000

 a.   Office Operations 0053 472,497.00 132,025.27 27.9% 0.00 340,471.73

TOTAL - STATE GENERAL FUND $472,497.00 $132,025.27 27.9% $0.00 $340,471.73

2. STATE WATER PLAN FUND - 1800

 a.  Water Resources Cost-Share 

      (1) Office Operations 105,570.00 18,416.88 17.4% 21,897.47 65,255.65

      (2) WR-Webelan Programming 15,000.00 0.00 0.0% 15,000.00 0.00

      (3) CSIMS Cost-Share Assistance 2,226,676.00 136,042.07 6.1% 1,514,852.87 575,781.06

      (4) Reserve Funds 37,514.49 0.00 0.0% 0.00 37,514.49

WR - TOTAL 1205 2,384,760.49 154,458.95 6.5% 1,551,750.34 678,551.20

 b.  Non Point Source Pollution Control 

      (1) Office Operations 1,501.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 1,501.00

      (2)  NPS-Webelan Programming 15,000.00 0.00 0.0% 15,000.00 0.00

      (3) NPS-Engineering Services 50,000.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 50,000.00

      (4) NPS-Wyandotte County CD I&E Funds 12,993.00 0.00 0.0% 12,993.00 0.00

      (5) NPS-TA Conservation Technician Positions 144,434.73 144,434.73 100.0% 0.00 0.00

      (6) NPS-TA No-Till Education Funds 42,500.00 4,375.00 10.3% 0.00 38,125.00

      (7) CSIMS Cost-Share Assistance 1,756,031.00 194,863.62 11.1% 967,314.94 593,852.44

      (8) Reserve Funds (carryover) 191,459.02 0.00 0.0% 0.00 191,459.02

NPS - TOTAL 1210 2,213,918.75 343,673.35 15.5% 995,307.94 874,937.46

 c.  Aid to Conservation Districts 1220 2,326,147.00 2,034,930.25 87.5% 291,216.75 0.00

 d.  CREP/WTAP

      (1) Office Operations 90,737.00 23,460.90 25.9% 0.00 67,276.10

      (2) WR-CREP CSIMS 37,677.40 0.00 0.0% 37,677.40 0.00

      (3) WTAP Projects 0.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 0.00

      (4) Reserve Funds 371,163.60 0.00 0.0% 0.00 371,163.60

CREP/WTAP - TOTAL 1225 499,578.00 23,460.90 4.7% 37,677.40 438,439.70

e.  Watershed Dam Construction

      (1) Watershed Dam Cost-Share Assistance 273,200.00 0.00 0.0% 273,200.00 0.00

      (2) Rehabilitation 368,315.98 0.00 0.0% 368,315.98 0.00

      (3) Reserve (PAYBACK) (971.98) 0.00 0.0% (971.98) 0.00

WATERSHED PROGRAM - TOTAL 1240 640,544.00 0.00 0.0% 640,544.00 0.00

f.  KS Water Quality Buffer Initiative 1250 295,393.51 0.00 0.0% 253,376.34 42,017.17

g.  Riparian and Wetland Protection 

      (1) RW-Engineering Services 0.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 0.00

      (2) RW-Professional Technical Services 0.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 0.00

      (3) RW-CSIMS Demonstration Projects 171,500.54 0.00 0.0% 0.00 171,500.54

      (4) Reserve Funds 0.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 0.00

RW - TOTAL 1260 171,500.54 0.00 0.0% 0.00 171,500.54

h.  Lake Restoration-Water Supply Program 1275 286,868.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 286,868.00

TOTAL - STATE WATER PLAN FUND $8,818,710.29 $2,556,523.45 29.0% $3,769,872.77 $2,492,314.07
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 % of Funds

FEE FUND Fee Deposit Total Funds Committed/ Cash

PROGRAMS Index Accounts Expenditures Expended Encumbered-Contigent Flow

1. Agriculture Liming Program - 2118 1200 23,716.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 23,716.00

2. KDWP-Buffer Partnership - 2517 2510 0.18 0.00 0.0% 0.00 0.18

3. LAND RECLAMATION FEE FUND - 2542 2090 118,777.46 36,211.52 30.5% 0.00 82,565.94

4. KDHE/EPA - FEDERAL FUNDS - 3889 REMAINING BAL TO REQUEST

 a.  KDHE/NPS Conservation Technician Positions 3880 40,196.48 40,196.48 0.0% 0.00 0.00

TOTAL KDHE-TA - 3880 40,196.48 40,196.48 0.0% 0.00 0.00

 b.  KDHE/Buffer Indirect Funds 3705 23,530.05 0.00 0.0% 20,000.00 23,530.05

 c.  KDHE/NPS Indirect Funds     3705 4,500.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 4,500.00

TOTAL KDHE-INDIRECT FUNDS - 3705 28,030.05 0.00 0.0% 20,000.00 28,030.05

68,226.53 40,196.48 58.9% 20,000.00 28,030.05

5. NRCS CONTRIBUTION AGREEMENT - 3715 REMAINING BAL TO REQUEST

 a. NRCS/NPS Conservation Technician Positions 3825 86,897.79 18,564.96 21.4% 162,715.04 68,332.83

TOTAL NRCS-TA/ENGINEERING - 3825 86,897.79 18,564.96 21.4% 162,715.04 68,332.83

 b.  NRCS/WQ Indirect Funds 3800 53,258.97 0.00 0.0% 1,429.39 53,258.97

TOTAL NRCS-INDIRECT FUNDS - 3800 53,258.97 0.00 0.0% 1,429.39 53,258.97

140,156.76 18,564.96 13.2% 164,144.43 121,591.80

6. WR_WSD DROUGHT PROGRAM - 7305 7000 40,000.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 40,000.00

Total Funds Total Cash Flow

Deposits Expenditures Expended Encumbered Balance

$390,876.93 $94,972.96 24.3% $0.00 $295,903.97

1. *HOSPITALITY FUND        - 1000 0054 0.00 0.00 0.0% 0.00 0.00

*Paid under KDA Budget

(ON THIS ACCOUNT-MONEY IS DEPOSITED AS REQUESTED FROM NRCS)

(ON THIS ACCOUNT-MONEY IS DEPOSITED AS REPORTS ARE SUBMITTED to KDHE)

FEE FUNDS GRAND TOTAL 

TOTAL- FEDERAL FUNDS - 3915

TOTAL- NRCS FUNDS - 3917













































 

 

Watershed Dam Construction Cost-Share Assistance 

 

Proposed Administrative Policy     November 24, 2013 

 

 

In light of the changes in the Streams Obstructions Act (implementation of House Bill 

2363) the Division of Conservation is adopting the following policy for Watershed 

Districts seeking cost-share assistance for the construction, rehabilitation or inundation 

mapping for flood control structures. 

 

A flood control structure that will not be jurisdictional (no DWR dam safety permit will 

be required), will be eligible for state cost-share assistance if the structure meets the 

following: 

 

 As proposed in the General Plan or subsequent amendments (location, hazard and 

class). 

 Registered with the Division of Water Resources. 

 Detention storage computation should be: 

1. Low Hazard, Flood Control 4% chance 

2. High or Significant Hazard, Flood Control 2% chance 

 Permanent pool capable of storing the 50 yr. sediment load. 

 Drawdown pipe should evacuate 90% of the volume of the permanent pool in 14 

or fewer days. 

 Principal spillway pipe should evacuate 95% of the of the detention storage in 14 

or fewer days. 

 

The funding priority ranking of structures shall include: 

 

 Structure designed with sound engineering principles and practices by a Kansas 

Licensed Professional Engineer. 

 Water Right Permit if the sediment pool storage is greater than 15 ac-ft. 

 404-permit or a Non-Jurisdictional Determination.  

 Breach Inundation Map. 

 

Prior to funding approval, the District must certify to the Division of Conservation that 

the structure will be constructed under the supervision of a Kansas Licensed Professional 

Engineer. 

 

A certificate of completion signed by a Kansas Licensed Professional Engineer will be 

required prior to final payment reimbursement. 



Common and Cut-Leaved Teasel-New invasive plant of the Midwest. 

WHEREAS, the Common and Cut-Leaved Teasel is currently found in most of the United 

States. 

 

WHEREAS, Common and Cut-Leaved Teasel was used in raising the nap on wool and other 

fabrics and also has been used in horticulture plantings and dried floral arrangements. Thus, 

Teasel often occurs near cemeteries.  

 

WHEREAS, it disperses along roads and waterways. It occupies sunny and open spots such as 

riparian areas, meadows, grasslands, forest openings, and disturbed areas. 

 

WHEREAS, after flowering the plant becomes woody and persists through the following winter 

and has become a problem invasive species and has rapidly spread along State and Federal 

highways. It is believed to be spread by late season mowing. 

 

WHEREAS, it has already been declared a noxious weed in some states, (ex: Colorado and 

Missouri), early detection and rapid response can help stop the spread. 

 

WHERAS, Common and Cut-Leaved Teasel is so aggressive that it can invade and displace 

native plants within high-quality prairie fields as documented by other states. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that KACD encourage the State of Kansas Legislature 

and/or County Weed Directors Assoc. of Kansas to declare Common and Cut-Leaved Teasel a 

noxious weed in Kansas subject to individual County approval (Level2). 

 

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVE, that the Center for Invasive Species Management (CISM) be 

contacted for more assistance. 

 

Submitted by Ron Brown 

For: Bourbon County Conservation District 



FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 
 
Resolution No. 1:  Fiscal Year 2015 Division of Conservation Budget 
 
WHEREAS, financial and technical assistance needs have been identified in high priority Total Maximum Daily Load 
watersheds of the  Kansas – Lower Republican, Lower Arkansas, Marais Des Cygnes, Missouri, Neosho, Upper 
Arkansas, Verdigris, Walnut, Smoky Hill/Saline, Upper Republican, Cimarron, and Solomon River Basins; and 
 
WHEREAS, a need exists to improve and sustain the State’s rivers, streams and aquifers with conservation grants; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State Water Plan has identified the priority watershed areas that need assistance to address non-point 
source pollution problems, reduce urban and rural flooding, and to reduce stream bank erosion and degradation of 
riparian areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, conservation districts have established a need for cost-share incentives to address local concerns; and 
 
WHEREAS, the conservation provisions of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (the 2008 Farm Bill) have 
increased the demand for conservation technical assistance; and 
 
WHEREAS, a need for priority multipurpose small lakes projects, watershed dam construction and rehabilitation, 
restoration of water supply systems, and riparian and wetland protection was identified in the State Water Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Division of Conservation is responsible for carrying out programs of state assistance to conservation 
districts, state assistance in watershed dam construction, water resources cost-share, riparian and wetland protection, 
multipurpose small lakes, non-point pollution control, water quality buffer initiative, water rights purchase\water transition 
assistance, water supply restoration and surface mining land reclamation; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kansas Association of Conservation Districts supports the Division of 
Conservation’s FY 2015 budget request as described below, and in addition, supports the Division’s request for 
appropriation language allowing the carry over of funds from the current fiscal year to FY 2015; 
 
     STATE GENERAL FUNDS: 
 Administrative Operations $471,447 
     STATE WATER PLAN SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS: 
 Aid to Conservation Districts $2,092,637 
 Water Resources Cost-Share $1,948,289 
 Water Supply Restoration    $258,156 
 Non-Point Source Pollution $1,858,350 
 Watershed Dam Construction    $576,434 
 Riparian and Wetland Protection    $152,651 
 Water Quality Buffer Initiative    $249,792 
 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program\WTAP    $449,577 
 Subtotal - Special Revenue Fund $7,585,886 

     FEE FUNDS: 
 Land Reclamation Fee Funds $186,101 
     FEDERAL FUNDS: 

Federal Grant Funds $276,090 
     OTHER FUNDS: 

 Kansas Dept. of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism contract $75,000 

 
TOTAL - FY 2015 BUDGET REQUEST $8,594,524 
 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET REQUEST FOR FY 2015:  
 
A supplemental of $800,000 in the Riparian and Wetland Protection Program is requested for the Division of Conservation 
to address the reduction of sediment and nutrient loading in targeted areas above reservoirs in danger of storage losses 
and water quality impairment.  Growing evidence shows that a significant source of sediment in our reservoirs is 
generated from erosion of stream channels in riparian areas.  Streambank erosion can also contribute nutrients which can 
cause severe water quality impairments such as dangerous blue-green algae blooms.  Re-constructing eroded 
streambanks to stable gradations with adequate riparian buffers and protection can greatly reduce sediment and nutrient 
loading in stream systems. 



United States Department of Agriculture 
 

 
 

Natural Resources Conservation Service  Phone:  785-823-4500 
760 South Broadway  FAX:  785-823-4540 
Salina, Kansas 67401-4604  www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NRCS HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES 
for the 

STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
WICHITA, KANSAS 
November 24, 2013 

 
 
PERSONNEL 
 
Reassignments 
   and/or Promotions: Quincy W. Coleman, Resource Conservationist, Salina State Office, from 

   Soil Conservationist, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Nathan M. Lind, Soil Conservationist, Johnson, to District Conservationist, 
   Richmond, Indiana 
Candy J. Thomas, Natural Resource Specialist, Salina State Office, from 
   Training Instructor, Fort Worth, Texas 
Justin J. Trout, Soil Conservation Technician, Manhattan Field Office, to 
   Civil Engineering Technician, Holdrege, Nebraska 
Amy E. Williams, District Conservationist, Lawrence, to District 
   Conservationist, Plymouth, North Carolina 
 

Retirements: Michael L. Fengel, Soil Conservation Technician, Clay Center 
 
 
OPERATIONS 
 
• The annual Supervisory District Conservationist (SDC) meeting was rescheduled to 

December 11 and 12.  The meeting focuses on leadership and management skills.  The 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has been working with the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture Division of Conservation (DOC) and the Pheasants Forever (PF) 
to provide a two-day training to DOC technicians and PF biologists emphasizing the 
importance and purpose of their positions and the agreements that provide them.  This 
meeting is scheduled for December 17 and 18. 

• The PF partnership biologist located in Hugoton was reassigned to Abilene in November.  
The PF partnership biologist in Ness City resigned in October.  PF is planning on refilling the 
positions in Ness City and Hugoton. 

• The fiscal year (FY) 2014 budget outlook for NRCS is still uncertain.  A Continuing 
Resolution (CR) was put in place until January 15, 2014. 
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PROGRAMS 
 
Conservation Security Program (CSP) 
The field offices have certified and made annual payments on 393 contracts for FY14 in the 
amount of $4,603,885.24. 
 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CStP) 
• A signup was conducted for FY2013.  NRCS obligated 243 contracts for $8,585,753 on 

413,666.2 acres.  Obligations were completed by September 30, 2013. 
• Field offices have certified and made FY2014 payments on 133 contracts for $2,937,511. 
 
NRCS Easement Programs 
• Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) 

ο NRCS still has authorization (even without a new farm bill) to enroll new lands in the 
FRPP. 

ο A nationwide announcement for FRPP FY2014 signup will be made in early December. 
ο Assistance and reviews are being provided to Cooperating Entities as they work on 

various steps toward closing on conservation easements. 
• Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) 

ο Authorization for GRP expired on September 30, 2013, with the expiration of the farm 
bill. 

• No new applications can be taken under GRP until a new farm bill is completed. 
• NRCS continues to close on previously enrolled easements.  We currently have 3 GRP 

easements from prior years remaining to be closed along with 4 GRP easements from 
FY2013 enrollments. 

• Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 
ο Authorization for WRP expired on September 30, 2013, with the expiration of the farm 

bill. 
ο New applications for WRP cannot be taken until a new farm bill is passed. 
ο Kansas NRCS closed on the last WRP enrollment in October.  All WRP enrollments in 

Kansas are now closed and recorded at the appropriate county courthouse. 
ο Workload is now focused on backlog of restoration work that is needed.  There are 29 

projects that need restoration/construction completed. 
 

• Easement Monitoring 
• FY2014 Stewardship Easement Monitoring is underway with completion date of  

August 1, 2014.  There are 302 existing easements to be monitored in Kansas under the 
WRP, GRP, Emergency Watershed Protection Program-Floodplain Easements, and the 
Emergency WRP. 

 
Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP) 
• NRCS recently returned funds to National Headquarters for 1 EWP (debris removal) project 

in Labette County after significant rains in August cleared the debris and removed the hazard 
from its location at the county bridge. 

• Kansas currently has no eligible EWP projects on the waitlist at National Headquarters. 
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Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 
• FY2013 accomplishments 

ο 1,236 contracts for approximately $27 million on 234,819 acres 
• The application evaluation period cutoff date for FY2014 has been set for November 15, 

2013. 
• EQIP—Initiatives 

ο All eligible initiatives’ applications through EQIP and the Wildlife Habitat Incentive 
Program (WHIP) were funded in FY2013. 

ο Kansas requested and received additional allocations to fund all remaining eligible 
applications for Seasonal High Tunnel, Ogallala Aquifer, National Water Quality, and 
Drought Recovery initiatives. 

ο FY2013 Accomplishments 
 Organic—1 contract for $6,476 on 88 acres. 
 On-Farm Energy—11 contracts for $49,363 on 39,785 acres 
 Seasonal High Tunnel—58 contracts for $350,807 on 272 acres 
 Ogallala Aquifer—37 contracts for $4,461,798 on 7,270 acres 
 National Water Quality—35 contracts for $1,513,677 on 4,939 acres 
 Drought Recovery—135 contracts for $1,486,959 on 28,492 acres 
 Sediment Removal Pilot—3 contracts for $16,481 on 279 acres 
 Edge-of-Field Monitoring—no applications received 

ο FY2014 
 Guidance is forthcoming from NRCS national headquarters 

 
Watershed Rehabilitation Program Activities 
• Kansas NRCS requested $2,085,000 for 8 projects for FY2014.  To date, no FY14 funds 

have been authorized for Watershed Rehabilitation assistance. 
• The Spring Creek Watershed District in Sedgwick County is moving forward with 

rehabilitation of their R-1 Dam near Garden Plain, Kansas.  Funds have been obligated, with 
site showing for construction being held on November 19th.  Bid opening for construction 
bids is scheduled for December 3, with the construction targeted to begin in the spring of 
2014. 

• NRCS, at the field, area and state level, continues to work with local watershed districts on 
NRCS-assisted watershed projects.  We are currently working to ensure we have Emergency 
Action Plans (EAPs) developed for all 123 High Hazard Dams. 

• Each year watershed districts and NRCS work together to conduct annual inspections on 
more than 800 flood-control structures.  Through mid-November documentation has been 
received for approximately 28 percent of the inspections. 

 
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) 
• General WHIP funds were not available in FY2013. 
• Lesser Prairie-Chicken Initiative (LPCI) FY2013 Accomplishments 

o 37 contracts for $1,410,651 on 36,254 acres 
• FY2014 

o Guidance is forthcoming from NRCS national headquarters 
o Kansas has requested LPCI funds be made available through EQIP instead of WHIP for 

FY2014 
 
NOTE:  The data provided in this report was not obtained through the Resources Economic 
Analysis and Planning Division (REAP) of NRCS and as such is considered unofficial. 
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TECHNOLOGY 
A new version of Customer Service Toolkit is scheduled to be released early next year. 
Additionally, a few new electronic tools and processes will be deployed to help NRCS 
streamline our planning process. 
 
Division of Conservation (DOC) Streambank Agreements 
Contractors have finished construction of one of the last two projects from the second 
agreement and are on track to finish the other project this fall/winter. 
 
Architect and Engineer (A&E) Contracts 
• Construction of the assigned streambank protection projects is continuing.  One project has 

been completed with a second project constructed and waiting on checkout.  The other six 
projects have been permitted and are either waiting for the contractor to be selected, being 
staked out, or in construction.  All should be built by next spring. 

• A preliminary design has been prepared for the agricultural waste management system and 
is ready to be shown to the producer for his approval. 

 
Cover Crop Studies 
Cover crop studies continue across the state.  Results from NRCS studies will be posted on the 
Kansas NRCS Web page. 
 
2014 National Resources Inventory 
• Local data collection for 2014 is expected to begin January 2014 and be completed by 

August 29, 2014.  There are approximately 2000 segments located across the state for data 
collection. 

• The Grazing Land Study is expected to begin May 2014 and be completed by September 30, 
2014.  There are 88 range segments and 14 pasture segments for a total of 102. 

 
 
OUTREACH 
 
Soil Moisture Study 
NRCS, working with Kansas Conservation Districts and landowners, has seven (7) soil moisture 
study sites operating across the state to monitor changes in soil water content with cover crops.  
The sites are in Barber, Cloud, Decatur, Ford, Gove, McPherson, and Wallace counties.  The 
planned eighth site will be in the Coffey/Lyon County area. 



Conservation District Documents 
Not Received by the DOC as of 11/21/13 

 
 
Monthly Board Meeting Minutes, Treasurer’s Reports & Unpaid Bills Reports:  
(Due 10 days after each conservation district board meeting) 
Harper County – October 2013 
Mitchell County – October 2013 
Scott County – October 2013 
Sumner County – September 2013, October 2013 
 
2014 Annual Work Plans (Due 9/1/2013) 
Ford County 
Meade County 
Phillips County 
Sumner County 
Thomas County 
Wyandotte County 
 
2014 Budgets (Due 9/1/2013) 
Coffey County 
Cowley County (certification page only) 
Ford County 
Meade County 
Reno County 
Sumner County 
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