
 
1320 Research Park Drive 
Manhattan, Kansas 66502 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 
1. The State Conservation Commission meeting was called to order by Rod Vorhees, 

Chairman and Area V Commissioner, at 9:07 a.m., Thursday, September 14, 2017, at the 
Cottonwood Court Building, Kansas State Fairgrounds, Hutchinson, Kansas. 

 

2. ATTENDANCE: 

Elected Commissioners: 
 
Ted Nighswonger, Area I Commissioner 
Andy Larson, Area II Commissioner 
Brad Shogren, Area III Commissioner 
John Wunder, Area IV Commissioner 
Rod Vorhees, Area V Commissioner 
 
Ex-Officio & Appointed Members: 
 
Eric Banks, State Conservationist, USDA, NRCS 
Dan Devlin, Director, Kansas Center for Agricultural Resources and the Environment 

(KCARE), K-State Research and Extension 
Peter Tomlinson, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Extension Specialist for Environmental 

Quality Agronomy Department, Kansas State University (KSU) 
 
Division of Conservation, Kansas Department of Agriculture Staff: 
 
Jackie McClaskey, Secretary of Agriculture (9:43 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.) 
Susan Metzger, Deputy Secretary (9:43 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.) 
Jason Walker, Director of Public Relations (9:43 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.) 
Rob Reschke, Executive Director 
Scott Carlson, Assistant Director 
Steve Frost, Administrative Manager 
Dave Jones, Water Quality Program Manager 
Hakim Saadi, Watershed Program Manager 
Cindy Pulse, Administrative Specialist 
 
 
Guests: 
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Herb Graves, Executive Director, State Association of Kansas Watersheds (SAKW) 
Dan Meyerhoff, KACD Executive Director 
Allen Roth, KACD Area I 
William Simshauser, KACD Area II 
Jerry Clasen, KACD Area III 
Bevin Law, KACD Area IV 
Ronald Brown, KACD Area V 
 
 

3. ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
         Addition: 
 f.  Discuss and finalize SCC Luncheon Speaker 

 
          A motion was made by Brad Shogren to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion 

was seconded by Ted Nighswonger.  Motion carried. 
 

 
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 

 
 A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to approve the August 7, 2017, minutes as 

mailed.  The motion was seconded by Andy Larson.  Motion carried. 
 
 
5. COMMENTS FROM GUESTS: 

 
a. Herb Graves, Executive Director, State Association of Kansas Watersheds (SAKW) – 

Herb mentioned the PL-566 program and going through the proposal process to get the 
projects approved for funding. 
 

6. COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

a. Governor’s Luncheon at the State Fair 
*  The location of the luncheon was discussed. 

b. Katie Burke resignation  
*  Per Rob, Katie took a teaching position at K-State and the job opening has been   
announced.  It will remain open until filled.  

 
  
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
a.   Watershed Dam Construction Program funding recommendations for rehabilitation FY 

2018 – Saadi (See Attachment A) 
*  Hakim reviewed the handout and said 44% of funding requested was approved 
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A motion was made by Brad Shogren to approve funding recommendation(s) for 
Watershed Dam Rehabilitation as outlined in the attachment.  The motion was 
seconded by John Wunder.  Motion carried.  

 
b.   Budget updates for the 2019 fiscal year – Reschke/Frost (See Attachment B) 

*  Rob reviewed the handout and emphasized that the task at hand is to have less 
encumbrances and less carryovers. 

 
9:43 a.m. to 9:55 a.m.:  Jackie McClaskey, Susan Metzger, and Jason Walker were present. 
 
 *  Jackie showed her appreciation to the DOC and SCC for being there. 
 *  Rod expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to attend the Ag Summit and that it 

 was time well spent. 
 *  Scott relayed his appreciation to Jackie for the agency-wide wage increase. 
 

c.   Review Statewide TMDL Map – Jones (See Attachment C) 
*  Dave discussed each map and the high priority areas.    

 
10:10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. – Rob left the meeting to attend another meeting 

 
d.   Wildfire Relief Funds program recommendation – Jones (See Attachment D) 

* Dave is working on proposing to add this as a practice code on cost-share, to have it 
treated like a drought, maybe allow the counties to do their own eligibility/ranking, 
and possibly have a landowner limit. 

 
A motion was made by Brad Shogren to approve program recommendations for 
Wildfire Relief as outlined in the attachment and as modified with suggestions from 
the SCC.  The motion was seconded by Andy Larson.  Motion carried.  
 
e.  Thomas County Cost-Share Policy Update – Frost (See Attachment E) 

*  Steve gathered and compiled an attorney’s interpretation of this update. 
*  Rod suggested studying this issue more and address it at KACD or spring workshops 

 
f.  Discuss and finalize SCC Luncheon Speaker – Chairman Vorhees. 

*  Rob said the Lieutenant Governor has been invited and that if he is not able to speaker 
then Plan B will be to have Jimmy Emmons, President of Oklahoma Association of 
Conservation Districts, be the back-up speaker. 

 
 
8.       NEW BUSINESS: 

 
a.  Review and assign commissioner’s responsibilities and duties for the Kansas 

Association of Conservation Districts (KACD) Annual Meeting – Chairman Vorhees 
 i.   Preside at Monday SCC Luncheon – Rod Vorhees 
 ii.  Give invocation at Monday luncheon – Andy Larson 
 iii. Guest luncheon speaker introduction – Rod Vorhees 

iv.  Governor’s Recognition award winners during banquet – John Wunder, Ted     
Nighswonger 
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 v.   Presentation of 20-year awards during banquet – Brad Shogren 
 vi.  Hold elections at area meetings for the following: 

  a.  KACD areas II and IV 
  b.  SCC areas I, III, and V  

 
b.  Review Commissioner and staff travel – Chairman  
 

i.  Governor’s Conference on the Future of Water in Kansas – November 8-9, 2017, in 
Manhattan, Kansas 

 *  Brad, Rod, John, Ted, and Hakim are interested in attending 
 
ii. NACD – January 27-31, 2018, in Nashville, Tennessee 
 *  Decided to wait and discuss again at November meeting 

 
c.  Discussion on resolutions for the KACD convention – Chairman Vorhees (See 

Attachment F) 
 

    *  Dave quickly reviewed the resolutions at hand 
 

Lunch break 11:45 – 1:25 p.m. 
KACD Board joined the meeting after lunch 
 

 
9.       REPORTS: 

 
a. Agency Reports: 

  *  NRCS – Eric Banks – Provided his report in the joint meeting (See Attachment G) 
   *  KACD – Dan Meyerhoff – no comment 
   *  KCARE – Dan Devlin – no comment 
   *  K-State – Peter Tomlinson – no comment 
 

b.  Staff Reports:  No comments 
 

c.  Commissioner reports:  No comments 
 
 
 
11.    ADJOURNMENT: 

 
The next regular Commission meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 19, 2017, at 
2:00 p.m. at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Wichita Airport, 2098 Airport Road, Wichita, 
Kansas. 
A motion was made by Brad Shogren to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Ted Nighswonger.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 
p.m.  

                                                             
Rob Reschke 
Executive Director 
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