
Poultry Exempt Registration 
There are many exemptions from official inspection where the inspection legend is applied to the finished product. Because these 
products do not bear the mark of inspection, there are some restrictions as to their production. 

 
Please check the box below next to the exemption you will be operating under. A compliance officer will follow up with 
you to confirm that you meet the requirements of the exemption and see if you have any questions. Periodic inspections are 
conducted to verify compliance with the exemption. 

 
Two exemptions do not require registration: Personal Use and Producer, grower, 1,000 bird limit. They are included here for 
informational purposes. Unless otherwise stated below, a person cannot operate under more than one exemption. If a person 
exceeds the bird limit, or wants to do multiple operations, then official inspection is required. 

 
√ Exemption No. of birds Requirements* 

------ Personal Use No limit Slaughter, processing, transportation of poultry products is done by the owner; 
For the private use of the owner, owner’s household, and owner’s nonpaying guests and 
employees; 
Poultry is healthy when slaughtered and produced under sanitary conditions; 
Poultry cannot be sold or donated as human food; 
If owner transports poultry for use by owner, members of his household and non-paying guests and 
employees, poultry must be properly labeled. 

------ Producer, grower 1,000 Grower only slaughters birds raised by grower; 
For sale from the farm, no restriction on who selling to; 
Poultry grower does not engage in buying or selling poultry products other than those produced 
from poultry raised on his or her own farm; 
Slaughter or processing is not done at a facility used for slaughter or processing poultry by another 
person. 

 Custom Slaughter, 
processing, or 
both 

No limit Slaughter and processing done for the owner of the poultry for the private use of the owner, 
owner’s household, and owner’s nonpaying guests and employees; 
Poultry is healthy when slaughtered and produced under sanitary conditions; 
Poultry cannot be sold or donated as human food; 
If owner transports poultry for use by owner, members of his household and non-paying guests and 
employees, poultry must be properly labeled. 

 Producer, grower 20,000 Grower only slaughters birds raised on premises by grower; 
Grower sells, in a calendar year, only poultry or poultry products he or she prepares; 
Poultry is healthy when slaughtered and produced under sanitary conditions; 
Poultry products are distributed solely by the grower and only within the state and grower does not 
buy or sell other poultry products; 
Poultry must be properly labeled; 
Poultry products may be sold within the state to other businesses for resale as meat or meals, 
including a distributor, hotel, restaurant, retail store, institution, or small enterprise when the 
product is produced under a Federal or a State exemption. 

 Producer, grower, 
or other person 
(PGOP) 

20,000 An owner (either grower or purchaser) who slaughters poultry, and may also process that poultry; 
Poultry products are distributed solely by the processor and only within the state; 
Poultry is slaughtered and produced under sanitary conditions; 
Poultry must be properly labeled; 
Poultry may be sold to household consumers, restaurants, hotels, and boarding houses to be used 
in those homes and dining rooms for the preparation of meals served or sold directly to customers 
intrastate but not to retail stores or other producer growers. 

 Small Enterprise 20,000 Processing of Federal or State inspected or exempt poultry product is limited to the cutting up of 
carcasses; 
Facility operates and is maintained in a manner that prevents the creation of insanitary conditions 
and ensures that the product is not adulterated; 
Facility used to slaughter or process poultry is not used to slaughter or process another person’s 
poultry; 
Poultry must be properly labeled; 
Poultry products are distributed solely by the processor and only within the state; 
May slaughter or cut up poultry for sale to household consumers, HRI, and retail stores; 
May not cut up and distribute poultry products to businesses operating under the 
Producer/Grower or PGOP, Retail Dealer, or Retail exemption. 

 Retail Exemption No limit Poultry products must be produced from federal or state inspected and passed poultry; 
Poultry products must be properly labeled; 
Poultry products may be sold to household consumers, hotel, restaurant, and other institutions 
(HRI) provided that 75% of the total retail sales are made to household consumers, and the HRI 
sales do not exceed $51,700 in one year. 

*This is a brief summary of the key requirements that distinguish an exemption, there may be other requirements. Please see our related fact 
sheet, and consult the regulations in 9 C.F.R. 381.10. 
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