Local Food and Farm Task Force
Friday, March 13
8 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Kansas State Capitol, Room #142 South
Work session minutes
Attendance
Task force members present: Ron Brown, Chair; David Coltrain, Loren Swenson, Dr. Cary
Rivard, Senator Dan Kerschen, Representative Adam Lusker and Annarose (Hart) White.
KDA Staff: Julie Roller
Guests: Senator Tom Hawk, Nancy Brown, Sarah Green, Natalie Fullerton, Phyll Klima, Ashley
Jones-Wisner and Rachel Savage.
Welcome and Introduction of task force: Chair Ron Brown called the meeting to order at 8:00
a.m. and asked the task force and audience members to introduce themselves.
Heather O’Hara, Kansas Legislative Research Department, was present and shared the
following handouts: Kansas Rural Center’s Feeding Kansas report, Report of the Special
Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources to the 2014 Kansas Legislature and a copy of
the 2014 Kansas Statute 2-3805, which created the local food and farm task force.
O’Hara explained that per the statute, the task force’s plan to the legislature shall (must)
include:
1. Identification of financial opportunities, technical support and training necessary for local
and specialty crop production;
2. Identification of strategies and funding needs to make fresh and affordable locally grown
foods more accessible;
3. Identification of existing local food infrastructures for processing, storing and distributing
food and recommendations for potential expansion; and
4. Strategies for encouragement of farmers’ markets, roadside markets and local grocery
stores in unserved and underserved areas.
Annarose (Hart) White shared that she would like the plan to include efficiency
recommendations similar to a report shown by Joanna Wochner, Kansas Legislative Research
Department.
Dr. Cary Rivard said he liked the four required objectives for the plan and suggested focusing
the remaining task force meetings around each of the requirements.
Loren Swenson concurred and made a motion that future meetings focus on each of the four
requirements. David Coltrain seconded. Motion approved.

In response to the timeline, O’Hara shared the task force will sunset on December 31, 2015,
and the task force’s report is due before the sunset date.
Dr. Rivard asked O’Hara about turnaround time for drafting the report. She shared it is
dependent on how responsive the task force is, but for the most part, the report will take a few
weeks to write and then a few weeks for editing. She said she would need to have all of the final
recommendations by November 1 in order to write the plan and have time for revisions.
Dr. Rivard asked task force members for their perspectives on the four required objectives.
Coltrain shared that he would still like to visit a large warehouse in Kansas to get a better
perspective on how much food we eat in Kansas.
Swenson shared he would like the task force to visit Dan Kuhn in Concordia. Swenson shared
that if we are going to increase food hubs and production in Kansas, we need to scale from
more than five acres, up to 160 acres.
Task force members then drafted the following outline for future meetings, locations and
suggested speakers:


April 17, 2015
o Topic: Obstacles for local farms and food in Kansas
o Location: Tour of Dillons distribution facility in Hutchinson followed by the task
force meeting.
o Proposed topics/presenters:
 Food Policy Councils (Douglas, Brown, Sedgwick (?), etc.)
 Review discussion of obstacles by previous guests/speakers
 Kansas Rural Center’s Report
 Summary report from Farm to School grant recipients



May 8, 2015 (May 22 reserved as a backup)
o Objective 1: Identification of financial opportunities, technical support and
training necessary for local and specialty crop production;
o Location: Topeka
o Proposed topics/presenters:
 Dr. Rivard - Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture’s report and
funding stream
 Katherine Kelly, Cultivate Kansas City (training)
 Donn Teske/Nick Levendofsky, Kanas Farmers Union - Beginning
Farmers Coalition
 Kansas Rural Center
 Kurt Dillon, Kansas Department of Agriculture - Ag Education
 Nancy Brown, Kansas Farm Bureau - educational curriculum
 Shannon Washburn, KSU - Ag Education
 Cost-share for kids to work on farm



June
o Objective 2: Identification of strategies and funding needs to make fresh and
affordable locally grown foods more accessible;
o Location: tbd

o



July
o
o
o

Proposed topics/presenters:
 Information on the amount of money schools or institutions spend on
fruits or vegetables
 Sales tax exemption update
 Cost-match programs
 Beans and Greens - cost match program with Cultivate Kansas
City
 Tracy Simmons, Emporia Farmers’ Market - SNAP/EBT
 Jennifer Church/Katie Uhde, Kansas Department of Health and
Environment
 Representative from a food bank
 Farm-to-school
 Mark Jirak - Grower selling to Atchison schools
 Barb Depew, Child Nutrition Consultant, Kansas Department of
Education

Objective 3: Identification of existing local food infrastructures for processing,
storing and distributing food and recommendations for potential expansion;
Location requested: Olathe
Proposed topics/presenters:
 Food Hub Feasibility Study
 Meat and Dairy processing
 Baumann’s poultry processing
 Shatto Dairy
 Row crops
 Stafford Milling Company
 Transportation
 Dan Wakura - trucking and logistics representative (Dr. Rivard’s
contact)



August
o Objective 4: Strategies for encouragement of farmers’ markets, roadside
markets, and local grocery stores in unserved and underserved areas
o Location requested: Seward County
o Proposed topics/presenters:
 Charlie Hopper, Missouri Department of Agriculture - FFA-organized
farmers’ markets
 David Proctor, Rural Grocery Institute
 Patty Clark, Rural Development - rural grocery stores, underserved areas
and covered farmers’ markets
 Beth Low, KC Healthy Kids, re: urban underserved
 Scott Bird, Kansas Land Bank, Quinter (Representative Lusker’s contact)
- rural grocery store ownership
 Convenience store lobbyist



September
o Purpose: Synthesize and propose ideas to meet needs of report
o Location requested: Dan Kuhn’s farm, North Central Kansas
o Proposed topics/presenters:




Focused projects – Projects and/or ideas that accomplish one specific
objective as outlined by the 2014 bill.
Synthesis projects – Those that accomplish more than one of the
objectives



October
o Purpose: Give final recommendations to report writers
o Proposed topics/presenters:
 Need prioritized list that addresses all objectives
 November 1 – Last day to have rough draft to legislative research team
and KDA



November
o Purpose: Review and discuss draft narrative
o Proposed topics/presenters:
 Identify figures and data needed for report
 Identify any pictures needed
 Revision plan



December
o Purpose: Final revisions and comments are given to legislative research team
and KDA



January 2016
o Purpose: Final report is ready for presentation to legislature.

Coltrain suggested that in regards to extension work, perhaps extension could spend more time
working with fruit and vegetables. He explained that this year much of their time has been spent
on the farm bill and perhaps moving forward they could change their focus on and learn more
about the specialty crop industry.
Swenson asked for a compiled list of obstacles shared by the presenters.
Coltrain shared a copy of a presentation “Vegetable Production in Kansas (and Neighbors):
Past, Present and Future”. He said that Kansas is behind neighboring states in potato
production. He said Colorado produces many vegetables, but their production has decreased
due to water concerns. According to the presentation, Missouri is the most consistent state and
Nebraska produces more than Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma.
Coltrain stated that the bottom line is that vegetable production can change quickly, some states
go from low production to high production very quickly and encouragement from the task force
and legislature could ramp up vegetable production in Kansas very quickly.
Swenson agreed that the timing is right. He said with low commodity prices, farmers would not
make as much money on corn. He added it is not much fun farming when you are not making as
much money as you had in the last 10 years. He said with promotion, young farmers could be
interested in vegetable farming instead of commodity farming.

Chair Brown agreed and said this relates back to working with extension and having them
promote specialty crops.
According to Coltrain, Kansas grows only 4 percent of the fruits and vegetables Kansans eat.
He said that Kansas could easily be in the bottom five compared to all other states in the
amount of fruits and vegetables grown and consumed in state.
Swenson said much of the discussion has been about vegetables, but questioned where eggs
and grass fed fit.
Dr. Rivard stated that moving forward; the task force needs to determine if they are talking
about meat, eggs and dairy.
White requested a chart of where the state and federally inspected meat facilities are located in
Kansas.
In regards to education, Coltrain suggested creating a high school curriculum to promote
growing fruits and vegetables.
Dr. Rivard shared that the Leopold Institute for Sustainable Agriculture at Iowa State University
uses row crop funds to fund the institute.
Senator Kerschen suggested asking Diana Endicott for her recommendations on solutions to
obstacles.
Senator Hawk suggested creating a summer work study/grant program to give kids the
opportunity to work with local foods.
White shared that the Kansas Department of Agriculture does have an agriculture certification
program for students. She also suggested having a top ten-style list of what more Kansas could
or should grow.
Ashley Jones-Wisner shared that an FFA chapter in Missouri has started winter farmers’
markets to help students bridge the gap between growing and commerce. She said she learned
about this program from Charlie Hopper, Missouri Department of Agriculture.
Chair Brown shared that farmers’ markets can be a difficult balancing act between having
enough people to attend, having enough vendors and having enough products.
White suggested potential with roadside stands at state parks. Representative Lusker
suggested engaging the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism would be beneficial.
Representative Lusker moved to adjourn the meeting. Swenson seconded. Motion approved.
Attachments:
1. Kansas Rural Center’s Feeding Kansas report
2. Report of the Special Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources to the 2014
Kansas Legislature

3. 2014 Kansas Statute 2-3805
4. Vegetable Production in Kansas (and Neighbors): Past, Present and Future

