
 
1320 Research Park Drive 
Manhattan, Kansas 66502 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 
1. The State Conservation Commission meeting was called to order by Rod Vorhees, 

Chairman and Area V Commissioner, at 11:06 a.m., Monday, August 13, 2018, at the 
NRCS Hays Area Office, 3012 Broadway, Hays, Kansas. 

2. ATTENDANCE: 

Elected Commissioners: 
 
Ted Nighswonger, Area I Commissioner  
Andy Larson, Area II Commissioner  
Brad Shogren, Area III Commissioner 
John Wunder, Area IV Commissioner  
Rod Vorhees, Area V Commissioner  
 
Ex-Officio & Appointed Members: 
 
Dan Devlin, Director, Kansas Center for Agricultural Resources and the Environment 

(KCARE), K-State Research and Extension 
Terry Medley, P.E., Water Structures Program Manager, Division of Water Resources, 

Kansas Department of Agriculture  
Karen Woodrich, State Conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service  
 
Division of Conservation, Kansas Department of Agriculture Staff: 
 
Rob Reschke, Executive Director 
Dave Jones, Water Quality Program Manager 
Steve Frost, Administrative Manager 
Tim McCoy, Riparian & Wetland Program Manager 
Cindy Pulse, Administrative Specialist (via conference call) 
 
Guests: 

 
Margaret Allen, Hays Daily News 
Bryce Custer, Custer Farms  
 

 
3.     ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
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4.  Approval of the April 16, 2018, and July 31, 2018, meeting minutes. 
 
A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion 
was seconded by Andy Larson.  Motion carried. 
 

 
4.   MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 

 
A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to approve the April 16, 2018, and July 31, 2018, 
minutes as mailed and e-mailed.  The motion was seconded by Andy Larson.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
5. COMMENTS FROM GUESTS: 

 
Margaret Allen, Hays Daily News – thank you  
Bryce Custer, Custer Farms – uses cover crops, water and soil health extremely important 
 

6. COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 Rob mentioned that we are now adding District Technicians to the announcement list, 

including SCC and KACD technicians.   
 

 Area I:   
a.  Fig Millan, new Norton County District Manager effective 4-30-18.  Twila Dizmang 

retired effective 5-31-18 
b.  Gove County vacant 
c.  Dustin Kriley, new KACD Rooks County District Technician effective 4-23-18 
 
Area II:   
a.  Cassie Burkhart, rehired as Edwards County District Manager effective 7-17-18.  Kelsey 

Klenke resigned effective 6-22-18. 
b.  Rachel Crane, new Stevens County District Manager, effective 8-5-18.  Rose Swartz 

resigned effective 8-5-18. 
c.  Kolt Washburn, new KACD Hodgeman County District Technician effective 5-7-18 
 
Area III:   
a.  Catherine Johnson, new Sedgwick County District Manager effective 7-2-18.  Rosemary 

Renner-Kessinger retired effective 5-31-18. 
b.  Danielle Emerson, new Stafford County District Manager effective 7-16-18.  Christine 

Kirkpatrick resigned effective 4-13-18. 
c.  Harper County vacant.  Teresa Mandevill retired effective 7-27-18. 
d.  Fred Simon, new KACD Kingman County District Manager effective 5-7-18 

 
Area IV:   
a.  Jessica Wrosch, new Jackson County District Manager effective 6-11-18.  Roberta 

Spencer will be retiring. 
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b.  Wade Meeks, new DOC Atchison County District Technician effective 5-7-18 
c.  Nicole Sudbeck, new KACD Nemaha County District Technician effective 5-21-18 

 
Area V: 
a.  Lyon/Chase Counties vacant.  Kelsey Keith resigned effective 8-3-18. 

 
  
 

7. FINANCIAL REPORT: (See Attachment A)  
 
 a.  FY 2018 year-end financial report - Frost  

*  CREP has experienced resurgence this year; there are more acres enrolled than 
money.  

 *  Looking at reorganizing current CREP or creating new CREP. 
*  Conservation Technician program is growing. 
*  Land Reclamation/Ag Lime is in much better shape compared to last year due to   

software programming being paid out and increased fee funds.   
*  Would rather have carryover than encumbrance.  We lose encumbrance dollars if 

contracts are cancelled.   
  

 
  
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

a. Determine FY2019 cost-share cancellation/reallocation policy (tabled from April 16, 
2018, meeting) – Jones (See Attachment B) 
*  Cancel all uncommitted FY 2019 cost-share funds in the Non-Point Source Pollution 

Control Program (NPS) on December 7, 2018.  First priority for reallocation would be 
to Livestock Waste System applications (if needed), Streambank Protection projects (if 
needed), and any special initiatives (if needed).  Second priority would be to relocate 
statewide. 

 
*  Cancel all uncommitted FY 2019 cost-share funds in the Water Resources Cost-Share 

Program (WR) on December 7, 2018.  First priority for reallocation would be to any 
special initiatives (if needed).  Second priority would be to reallocate statewide. 
 

Dave proposed to have the cancellation date of December 7, 2018.  Special initiatives are 
first priority and reallocating statewide is second priority.  The only one active is the 
drought initiative. 
 
Karen Woodrich, NRCS, said that NRCS will have another drought initiative sign-up date 
and that areas and dates will be expanded as drought area is expanded. 

 
A motion was made by Brad Shogren to approve the FY 2019 cost-share cancellation policy 
recommendation of December 7, 2018, and to table the reallocation policy discussion until 
the November SCC meeting.  The motion was seconded by Andy Larson.  Motion carried. 
 

b.  Third Party Easement Update – Reschke 



SCC MEETING MINUTES 
August 13, 2018 
Page 4 
 

* DOC is looking to be third party easement mitigation holder on new structure for 
Marmaton Watershed District.  

*  DOC will receive $10,000 for the mitigation fund which is established by statue. 
 
c.  Discuss DOC Reviews – Reschke (Attachment C) 

*  Donna compiled report.  Every county is reviewed every three years.   
* Review is very thorough and is looked at as educational to both Conservation 

Districts and DOC.  Donna works with the District Managers in making corrections.   
*  Some problems are being taken care of before Donna does the review, which goes 

back to the Financial Management Report and the efficiency and effectiveness of 
administering funds.  Conservation is the most important factor, but we all still need 
to be fiscally responsible.   

*  Donna has good working relationship with District Managers - does roughly 35 
reviews per year. 

*  Rod said that the Financial Management Checklist has helped quite a bit and has 
been a good thing.  Asked if there is something similar for ranking and cost-share 
applications at the local level to make sure this is all being done correctly.   

*  The effort put forward by District Managers utilizing the ranking worksheet is very 
noticeable.  

*  John asked if there is there a ranking worksheet checklist for the District Managers 
to follow and attach to ranking worksheet; suggested so supervisors know ranking 
is being done properly. 

* Rod added that this could be used as a tool to help supervisors understand the 
ranking process.  Could also be beneficial to use as part of a training since so many 
don’t attend meetings. 

*  Dave is working on trying to make things more automated and real time in CSIMS 
so we don’t have to wait until DOC gets out to do reviews. 

 
LUNCH BREAK 12:04 p.m. to 12:38 p.m. 

 
 
9.        NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a.  Discuss SCC luncheon at KACD convention – Reschke (See Attachment D) 
*  Jim Gulliford, Regional Administrator of EPA Region 7, has accepted the invitation 

to speak at the SCC luncheon.  Cindy is taking care of details for his arrival.  
 
 b. Review and discuss DOC Disaster Cost-Share Funds Policy – Jones (See Attachment E) 

*  Thought it would be good time for Commissioners to review policy given what’s 
been happening (drought); suggested keeping the conversation alive.   

*   Do we need to make changes?  Has been several years since policy was updated. 
*  Ask that Commissioners review the policy and think of ideas how to revamp the 

policy to make it more flexible, what we can do in disaster situations, as well as 
improving the response time.  

*   John agreed this is a great idea.  We need to be more proactive and ready. 
*  Rob expressed that the ability to have specific funds to carry over year to year 

would be nice.   
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c.  Discuss Livestock Water Supply Financial Assistance Initiative – Reschke/Jones (See 
Attachment F) 
*  Since announcement, Dave got inundated with requests for high need of pumping 

plant.  He highly recommends adding pumping plant to the practice list. 
*  There were several requests for small winter-feeding areas; the recommendation is to 

stay at the 40-acre minimum for consistency sake. 
*  The situation is very fluid on this, and additional counties may be added. 

 
A motion was made by John Wunder that the requirement of a 40-acre minimum pasture 
size be kept in the Livestock Water Supply Financial Assistance Initiative and that 
pumping plant be added to the Livestock Water Supply Financial Assistance Initiative as 
an eligible practice.  The motion was seconded by Brad Shogren.  Motion carried. 
  

d.  Discuss Kansas Sediment and Nutrient Reduction Initiative – McCoy (See Attachment G) 
* Has list of CRP practices that will be allowed by regulations for the initiative which 

are very common.   
* Decided to open up to Upper Republican Watershed first to meet some match 

requirements for Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).  There will be 
two different kinds of tiers for payment amounts, as well as a continuous sign-up and 
a single one-time payment.   

* It depends on what area landowners are in as far as how much payment is; it is a first-
come-first serve. 

* Stream team will now be paying for buffers out of pool funding.  Originally it was 
handled by Riparian/Wetland Program – going through stream team has opened up 
more money for our program.   

 
e.  Discuss Riparian and Wetland Cost-Share Program - McCoy 

* Eventually will work on putting together a program focusing on cattle and creeks to 
try encouraging producers to take the next step and do more than just the bare 
minimum.   

* Initiative is in really good planning stages; Tim has been working with Andy Klein, 
Kansas Forest Service, on this.  Working with KDHE to develop priority targeting 
areas. 

* Main resources concern is water quality (Commission commented that the addition of 
NRCS grazing management plans should be included to allow flashgrazing of the 
riparian area and to help address additional resource concerns in the riparian area and 
associated grazing area. 

 
 
 

f.  Discuss On-Site Waste (OSW) cost-share – Jones (See Attachment H) 
*  We can keep doing things the same or look at doing things differently - need to keep 

this on the forefront.  
*  Soil testing and well plugging were mentioned as similar practices; well plugging 

has a lower project limit.  
*  Most counties are contracting with extension offices on soil testing. 
*  On-site waste cost-share has historically benefitted KDHE.   
*  Dan suggested reviewing OSW and NPS again in the cost-share manual. 
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g.  Review FY 2019 WR and NPS cost-share allocation maps – Jones (See Attachment I) 
*  Dave reviewed cost-share allocation maps he put together maps per SCC request; 

interesting to see formula similarities in different parts of the state. 
*  With SCC blessing, he will continue with these maps and prepare them for the April 

meeting. 
*  It is good to have visuals instead of just spreadsheets – can learn a lot in a hurry 

with visuals and it is easy to see trends.  Would like to have maps added to website. 
*  John mentioned that we need a comprehensive communication strategy.  People 

feed off of Twitter – maybe tweet dollar amount put into drought initiative?  If 
we’re talking about sustainability, we need proper communication. 

 
h.  Review and take possible action on FY 2019 WDCP Cost-Share Applications for new 

dam construction – Reschke (See Attachment J) 
*  This one is a little different – is for new construction.  This is to approve funding so 

they can get started.  All permits and funding have been obtained so they can get 
started a month earlier.  

 
A motion was made by John Wunder to approve the FY 2016 and FY 2017 cost-share 
encumbrance policy recommendations.  The motion was seconded by Ted Nighswonger.  
Motion carried. 
 

i.  Administration – Review Commissioner and Staff travel 
*  National Association of State Conservation Agencies Annual Meeting, Syracuse, 

NY – October – Cindy 
*  Wildland Hydrology Training (Dave Rosgen) – Arkansas – November – Tim 

 
 

11.      REPORTS: 
 
a. Agency Reports: 
 
  *  Dan Devlin, KCARE – New Provost, the Chief Operating Officer, has no agriculture 

or land reclamation experience; is from New York and is starting August 1.  In hiring 
freeze; 7.3% budget cut was announced.  Has had lot of interest in water technology 
farms.  10 field days this month.  Hemp legislation got passed; State level committee 
working on it through KDA.   

 
*  Terry Medley, DWR – All grant applications stayed pretty much same, technical grant 

up just a bit, community assistance grant went down slightly, and is requesting more.  
Kansas inter-agency meeting held at Emporia NRCS building Thursday.  Planning on 
putting on watershed administration workshop in October.  Working on forming new 
watershed district in Clay County.  Still many vacancies in DWR open.   

 
* Karen Woodrich, NRCS – drought initiative as of last week had over $1.6 million in 

requests.  Requested $1 million initially but intend to go back and ask for full 
funding.  Have been talking with DOC and others on making sure all get same 
opportunity.  Looks hopeful this will be done in next month or so.   
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* Stephanie Royer, KACD-EO – was not present but provided report (See Attachment 

K) 
 

b.  Staff Reports:   
 

* Tim McCoy – Six sites on the Cottonwood are almost ready for design.  Is pushing 
ground truthing on all watersheds once crops are out.  Blue river has five sites 
completed with nine bids for construction.  Has four designs from Wildhorse River 
Works funded by state revolving loan.  Cottonwood has two sites ready for 
completion.  Delaware has two more sites to complete construction with four more in 
being contracted. Ground truthing is aerial photography from years past and most 
recent year.  Can draw in how much has been lost due to erosion, then go out to site 
to make sure it hasn’t stabilized itself naturally.  

 
* Dave Jones – none 
 

* Cindy Pulse – Will be interviewing to fill a student worker position.  Steve and Cindy 
have been working with Heather Lansdowne, Jason Walker, and Dana Ladner on 
obtaining an ag communications intern that will be able to assist with the education 
outreach project and possibly a Facebook page.  Ag lime tonnage reports and license 
renewals are complete.  Scott has been spot-checking mine sites on Google Earth Pro 
– has been in contact with companies to increase bonds and acreages due to under-
reported mine site acres.  Leading on-going monthly strengths activities till the end of 
the year. 

 
*  Rob Reschke – none 
 
* Steve Frost – Mentioned that Mid-States Materials, LLC received the 2018 

Outstanding Reclamation Award for their Big Springs Quarry. 
 

c.  Commissioner reports:   
 

* Ted Nighswonger – has been getting rain.  Water Authority will be meeting day 
before the Ag Summit. 

 
* Brad Shogren – has been getting a little rain, corn has burned up, beans are 

recovering. 
 
*  Andy Larson – soil health 2-day event next week - will be interesting. 

*  John Wunder – next two weeks will be busy - KACD next week.  KWA meeting 
and Ag Summit should be very diverse and a great way to market DOC, SCC, and 
NRCS as partners and get ag out there from natural resource perspective.   

 
*  Rod Vorhees – none 

 
 
 
12.    ADJOURNMENT: 
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The next regular Commission meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 13, 2018, at 
8:00 a.m. at the Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson, Kansas. 
 

A motion was made by Andy Larson to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Brad Shogren.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:28 p.m.  

                                                             
Rob Reschke 
Executive Director 
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          ALL NPS FUNDS CANCELLED IN FY 2018 

          ALL WR FUNDS CANCELLED IN FY 2018 
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SCC Commission Meeting 
 
8. Unfinished Business 

c.  Discuss DOC Reviews 
 

 Cost-Share Reviews 

• In FY 2018, cost-share and operation reviews were conducted in 37 counties.  In addition, 2 
spot checks were conducted.  A total of 8 cost-share contracts were overpaid totaling roughly 
$8,035 in overpayments to landowners.  

• Currently in FY 2019, cost-share and operation reviews have been conducted in 12 counties 
thus far.  In total, 33 counties will be reviewed this FY 2019.  In addition, spot checks will be 
conducted as needed. 

These were some of my findings from the FY 2018 cost-share reviews: 

• There were several counties that had the CS-3 Contract for Financial Assistance in the contract 
file, but the CS-3 was not signed by the landowner or the signature of the landowner was a 
photocopy. 

• There were several counties that had the CS-4 Final Payment in the contract file, but not 
signed by NRCS. 

• NRCS final check out sheets were not always in the contract files. 

• There were numerous counties that didn’t have the required Grazing Management Plan in the 
file and/or it wasn’t signed by the landowner. 

• There were several counties that didn’t have the AWP Well Plugging Worksheet in the 
contract file.   

• The Ranking Worksheet for individual landowners were not always found in the contract files 
which are printed out of CSIMS.  (This oversight should be eliminated in the new version of 
CSIMS as districts will have to create the ranking worksheet to turn it into a contract.) 

• There were several counties that didn’t have all the correspondence to the landowner in the 
contract file (i.e. contract signature request, approval of CS-3, payment notification, etc.). 

• In a handful of counties, District Managers were not amending contracts to reflect the actual 
units installed when processing for payment.  In some instances, it was because the payment 
amount didn’t change due to project type limit/landowner limit/available funds.  However, in 
other circumstances, it created an overpayment to the landowner.  (This error can be 
eliminated in the new version of CSIMS as we are requiring districts to upload the NRCS check 
out sheet when processing for payment.  This will aid in ensuring that contracts are amended 
to reflect actual units installed.) 

• There were several counties that didn’t have the required OSW eligibility criteria worksheet in 
the contract file.  (This oversight will be eliminated in the new version of CSIMS as DOC will be 
requiring districts to complete an OSW eligibility criteria worksheet online when creating the 
CS-3 Contract for Financial Assistance application.) 

• There were several counties that didn’t have the WWC-5P form in the contract file.  (This 
oversight will be eliminated in the new version of CSIMS as DOC will be requiring districts to 
upload the WWC-5P when processing for final payment.) 
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• There were several counties that didn’t have the OSW county permit in the contract file.  (This 
oversight will be eliminated in the new version of CSIMS as DOC will be requiring districts to 
upload the OSW county permit when processing for final payment.) 

• It was discovered on a couple of contracts that the “shaping” component was paid under both 
Practice Code 342 and 412.  (This oversight should be eliminated in the future as DOC updated 
language in the DOC Programs Manuals to reflect that if Practice Code 342 is in conjunction 
with Practice Code 412, then shaping is not allowed under Practice Code 342.) 

 
 Operation Reviews 

• Several districts didn’t have a Personnel Policy Handbook on file.  (I have emailed those 
counties an example.) 

• Several districts didn’t have a signed Employee Agreement.  (I have emailed those counties an 
example.) 

• Several districts didn’t have a District Credit Card Policy on file.  (I have emailed those counties 
an example.) 

• Several districts didn’t have the board review, sign and date employee time sheets.  (A “Did 
You Know” email was sent statewide to assist with this oversight.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Donna Meader 



FY 2019 Conservation District Cost-Share & Operation Review Tentative Schedule 

Review FY's 2016, 2017 & 2018 (July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019) 

   

MANAGEMENT UNIT COUNTY TENTATIVE DATE TO REVIEW 

Smith Center Smith 7/10/2018 

Smith Center Phillips 7/11/2018 

Smith Center Norton 7/11/2018 

Osborne Osborne 7/17/2018 

Osborne Rooks 7/18/2018 

Osborne Graham 7/18/2018 

Independence Montgomery 7/24/2018 

Independence Elk 7/25/2018 

Independence Chautauqua 7/25/2018 

Hays Trego 8/7/2018 

Hays Ellis 8/8/2018 

Hays Russell 8/8/2018 

Ness City Ness 8/29/2018 

Ness City Lane 8/29/2018 

Ness City Hodgeman 8/30/2018 

Garden City Kearny 10/3/2018 

Garden City Hamilton 10/3/2018 

Garden City Finney 10/4/2018 

Iola Bourbon 1/15/2019 

Iola Allen 1/16/2019 

Iola Neosho 1/16/2019 

Washington Marshall 4/16/2019 

Washington Washington 4/18/2019 

Wichita Sumner 5/7/2019 

Wichita Sedgwick 5/8/2019 

Wichita Harvey 5/8/2019 

Westmoreland Riley 5/13/2019 

Westmoreland Geary 5/14/2019 

Westmoreland Pottawatomie 5/15/2019 

Westmoreland Wabaunsee 5/16/2019 

Sharon Springs Gove 5/21/2019 

Sharon Springs Wallace 5/22/2019 

Sharon Springs Logan 5/22/2019 

 
By Donna Meader 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
To:     State Conservation Commissioners  
     Other Interested Parties  

From:    Rob Reschke, Executive Director    
 
Date:     August 9, 2018  
 
Re:       SCC Luncheon Keynote Speaker at KACD Convention 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
This is notice that Jim Gulliford, Regional Administrator of EPA Region 7, 
has accepted the invitation from the SCC to be the keynote speaker for the 
SCC luncheon at the KACD convention on November 19, 2018. 
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Disaster Cost-Share Funds 
 
General Policies 

 

The DOC may authorize a Disaster Cost-Share Program when significant disaster events occur within the state.  The purpose 

of the program is to provide state cost-share assistance to landowners that need to replace disaster event damaged or 

destroyed conservation practices. 

 

Qualifying Disaster Events 

 

1. 25 year-24 hour rainfall event. 

 

2. FSA Crop Disaster Declaration 

3. Presidential Disaster Declaration. 

 

4. Governor’s Disaster Declaration. 

 

5. Other conservation district requests will be considered by the DOC. 

 

Eligible Practices 

 

1. Following a qualifying disaster event a district selects which practices are eligible for disaster cost-share assistance. 

 

2. Eligible practices:  All cost-share practices offered by the DOC are eligible at the discretion of the conservation 

district. 

 

Landowner Limits 

 

1. Not to exceed $5,000. 

 

2. District may set landowner limit by practice. 

 

Cost-Share Rate 

 

1. Not to exceed 70%. 

 

Prioritizing Applications 

 

1. Districts shall prioritize practices before a sign-up begins. 

 

2. Districts shall prioritize on a fist come-first served basis. 

 

Funding Source 

 

December and April 1 Cancelled Funds:  If available, a portion of the uncommitted statewide cost-share funds that are 

cancelled on December (1st Friday) and April 1 may be utilized. 

 

Disaster Cost-Share Assistance Allocations 

 

The DOC will designate districts eligible for disaster cost-share assistance funds when requested by a district.  The DOC 

will then determine the amount of disaster cost-share funds to be allocated to the requesting district.  When a district 

allocation is official, a district may then begin the sign-up period. 

 

cpulse
Typewritten Text
ATTACHMENT E



Livestock Water Supply Financial Assistance Initiative 

 

➢ DOC has received requests for the addition of pumping plant as an eligible 

practice.  All types of pumping plants wanted.  Average costs vary 

depending on the type of pump.  Average cost would need to be 

determined by DOC.  

 

➢ The initiative currently has 40-acre pasture size limit.  DOC has received 

requests to make small winter feeding areas and lots eligible. 

 

➢ Currently looking at additional counties: 

• Jefferson, Douglas, Johnson, Miami, Franklin, Wyandotte, Leavenworth, 

Cherokee, Labette, Jackson, Atchison, Linn, Anderson, Montgomery, 

Neosho, Crawford and Wilson 
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          Memorandum 
 

To: Kansas Conservation Districts 
 

From: Rob Reschke, Executive Director 
 

Date: August 1, 2018 
 

Re: Livestock Water Supply Financial Assistance Initiative 
 

The Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Conservation is pleased to announce the availability 

of funds to assist landowners that have previously drilled livestock water supply wells in response to the 

ongoing drought.  Previously installed livestock water supply pipeline and tanks are also eligible for 

funding.  The State Conservation Commission took action on July 31, 2018 to approve funding that will 

provide financial assistance for livestock water supply wells, pipeline and tanks installed after June 1, 

2018 and before the announcement of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Drought 

Initiative by NRCS on July 24, 2018.     
 

Following is additional program guidance on the Retroactive Livestock Well Incentive Payment Initiative: 

➢ Applications will be accepted from August 1st thru August 31st 2018. 

➢ Eligible livestock wells, pipeline and tanks must have been installed or have started the installation 

process between the dates of June 1, 2018 and July 24, 2018. 

➢ Eligible livestock wells, pipeline and tanks must serve pastures 40 acres or larger with a permanent 

perimeter fence. 

➢ Landowners must provide a copy of the completed WWC-5 Water Well Record form for all wells 

drilled. 

➢ Landowners must provide copies of all bills pertaining to drilling the livestock wells, installing 

livestock water supply pipeline and installing tanks. 

➢ Landowners must certify that these practices are being used for livestock water supply and no other 

purpose. 

➢ Eligible areas will be the same as the NRCS EQIP 2018 Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) Drought Initiative.  These eligible areas are located in the following Kansas 

counties: 

• Barber, Barton, Butler, Chase, Clark, Clay, Coffey, Comanche, Cowley, Dickinson, 

Edwards, Ellsworth, Finney, Ford, Geary, Grant, Gray, Greenwood, Hamilton, Harper, 

Harvey, Haskell, Hodgeman, Kearney, Kingman, Kiowa, Lincoln, Lyon, Marion, 

McPherson, Meade, Morris, Morton, Osage, Ottawa, Pawnee, Pottawatomie, Pratt, Reno, 

Rice, Riley, Saline, Sedgwick, Seward, Shawnee, Stafford, Stanton, Stevens, Sumner, and 

Wabaunsee. 



 

 

➢ The DOC will approve applications until all specified funds are allocated at the end of the sign-up 

period.   

➢ Applications will be ranked based on criteria developed and approved by the SCC. 

➢ Districts will need to accept applications for the full 30-day sign-up period and forward all 

applications to the DOC at the end of the sign-up period. This will allow the DOC to have an 

accurate inventory of applications. 

➢ The DOC will approve applications as soon as possible after the sign-up ending date. 

➢ The DOC does not guarantee adequate funds will be available to fund all eligible applications. 

➢ Practice Code 642 (Water Well) will have a statewide county average cost of $25.00 per linear 

foot of depth with a cost-share percentage of 50% under this initiative.    

➢ Practice Code 516 (Pipeline) will have a statewide county average cost of $3.00 per linear 

foot with a cost-share percentage of 50% under this initiative.    

➢ Practice Code 614 (Watering Facility) will have a statewide county average cost of $1.50 per 

gallon with a cost-share percentage of 50% under this initiative.  

➢ Landowners with approved applications will sign a 10-year maintenance agreement for the 

practices as installed.      

➢ The total landowner limit for financial assistance will be $6,000 under this initiative. 

Attached is a spreadsheet that you can use to submit applications for the retroactive livestock well payment 

initiative.  Please submit the applications via email to David.Jones@ks.gov . 

 

If you have any questions on the retroactive livestock well payment initiative, contact Dave Jones with 

our office at 785-564-6623. 

 

RR: daj 

cc: NRCS State Office 

      NRCS Area Offices 

      SCC Commissioners 

      Jackie McClaskey, Secretary 

mailto:David.Jones@ks.gov
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➢      Average cost-share paid per OSW contract in FY 2018 (183 contracts) - $2,232.84 

 

➢     Average cost-share paid per PRM contract in FY 2018 (69 contracts) - $3,162.95 

 

➢      Average cost-share paid per AWP contract in FY 2018 (72 contracts) - $490.14 

 

➢      Average cost-share paid per RAP contract in FY 2018 (8 contracts) - $3,778.08 

 

➢      Average cost-share paid per NM contract in FY 2018 (46 contracts) - $583.08 
 

• The KDA/DOC On-Site Waste cost share program has historically been beneficial 

to the KDHE Watershed Management Section and Kansas counties in support of 

the Local Environmental Protection Program.  KDHE provides technical assistance 

to Kansas counties, primarily concerning the implementation of their local 

sanitary codes. 
 

• Counties have not received state funding for these LEPP programs since 2012.  

Sanitary code enforcement is currently funded by each individual county. 
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. . . . . . . .  

                Kansas Association of Conservation Districts 
   Employees’ Organization 

                                                                                                                             

 

 
 
 
KACD-EO Report 
KACD/SCC Joint Meeting--August 2018 
 
 
District staff and supervisors can volunteer to assist with manning the Soil Tunnel Trailer booth at 
the upcoming state fair. Donna Meader with KDA-DOC created a google calendar for those who 
want to sign up. Link is: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oDqDQ2ofLU9_bE4yQ6ScybsAJyi2y67pgIqY9F7SIAU/edit
?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5b3118f6  
EO has started planning our annual meeting set for KACD Convention.  Our theme will be decided at 
our September meeting. EO plans on continuing our 50/50 raffle and Christmas Ornament Silent 
Auction. Each district is asked to bring an ornament or Christmas item to be raffled.  
Districts received their state matching funds in July. If county commissioners approved the county 
for $25,000 then the county received $21,427.82 from the state. Some counties have not heard back 
yet on the FY 2019 budgets. Continues to be turnover with district staff.  
EO does have three scholarships for education still available.  
There have been several cover crop/soil health field days organized by conservation districts as well 
as the two Pollinator Short Course Workshops in Eastern KS.  
Still working on KACD EO Directory. Requested and received a list of the district staff still needing 
to submit their photos to Amanda Scott. It will be suggested that our EO Reps use this list to take 
photos of these individuals at the KACD Fall Workshops these next two weeks. So SCC and KACD 
can expect copies of the directory in September. With turnover it will be constant effort to keep 
updated.  
Kerri Harris from Franklin County Conservation District and myself will be assisting Dan Meyerhoff 
with the KACD presentation at the upcoming Kansas Water Authority meeting. This will be a great 
opportunity to share the purpose of conservation district and how conservation district benefit 
Kansas.  
KACD EO Reps look forward to getting to know and working with our new State NRCS State 
Conservationist. We are hoping Karen brings new ideas for Kansas Conservation Districts and look 
forward to our continued partnership with NRCS.  
And as always, if anyone has any questions or issues they need assistance with please contact your 
Area KACD-EO rep for assistance or EO President. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oDqDQ2ofLU9_bE4yQ6ScybsAJyi2y67pgIqY9F7SIAU/edit?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5b3118f6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oDqDQ2ofLU9_bE4yQ6ScybsAJyi2y67pgIqY9F7SIAU/edit?usp=sharing_eil&ts=5b3118f6
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