
 
1320 Research Park Drive 
Manhattan, Kansas 66502 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 
1. The State Conservation Commission meeting was called to order by Rod Vorhees, 

Chairman and Area V Commissioner, at 8:13 a.m., Thursday, September 13, 2018, at the 
Cottonwood Court Building, Kansas State Fairgrounds, Hutchinson, Kansas. 

2. ATTENDANCE: 

Elected Commissioners: 
 
Ted Nighswonger, Area I Commissioner  
Andy Larson, Area II Commissioner  
Brad Shogren, Area III Commissioner 
John Wunder, Area IV Commissioner  
Rod Vorhees, Area V Commissioner  
 
Ex-Officio & Appointed Members: 
 
Dan Devlin, Director, Kansas Center for Agricultural Resources and the Environment 

(KCARE), K-State Research and Extension 
 
Division of Conservation, Kansas Department of Agriculture Staff: 
 
Rob Reschke, Executive Director (out 9:28 a.m. - 11:20 a.m. to attend another meeting) 
Scott Carlson, Assistant Director (left at 11:45 a.m.) 
Dave Jones, Water Quality Program Manager 
Steve Frost, Administrative Manager 
Hakim Saadi, Watershed Programs Manager 
Tim McCoy, Riparian & Wetland Program Manager 
Cindy Pulse, Administrative Specialist  
Cathy Thompson, Program Consultant (joined at 1:28 p.m.) 
 
Guests: 

 
Larry Biles, State Forester, Kansas Forest Service (KFS) (9:27 a.m. - 10:09 a.m.) 
Bob Atchison, Rural Forestry Program Coordinator, Kansas Forest Service (KFS) (9:27 
a.m. - 10:09 a.m.) 

Gaye Benfer, Assistant State Conservationist for Management & Strategy, NRCS  
Herb Graves, Executive Director, State Association of Kansas Watershed (SAKW) 
Dan Meyerhoff, KACD Executive Director 
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Allen Roth, KACD Area I 
William Simshauser, KACD Area II 
Jerry Clasen, KACD Area III 
Bevin Law, KACD Area IV 
Ronald Brown, KACD Area V 
 

 
3.     ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

8. d. Review Commissioner and staff travel – Chairman Vorhees 
 
A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion 
was seconded by Brad Shogren.  Motion carried. 
 

 
4.   MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 

 
A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to approve the August 13, 2018, minutes as 
mailed and e-mailed.  The motion was seconded by John Wunder.  Motion carried. 
 
 
5. COMMENTS FROM GUESTS: 
 

 a. Herb Graves, SAKW - Progress report of 566 program - three Watershed Districts are 
receiving proposals from consultants to do first phase of projects.  Offered to take over 
program from the Corp of Engineers (COE).  Is attending 566 meeting in Texas next 
week – will ask around there. 
Hakim - 404 permitting process is an EPA deal delegated to the COE.  Part of it is 

delegated to KDHE; has been for years. 
Rob - not sure if attitude would change much with this kind of move (state agency vs. 

federal agency), and not sure if changing things would make things move forward 
any quicker; may possibly create more problems transferring from federal to state 
agency. 

John - concerned that it appears there is a need to move to an agency that is more willing 
to move forward on this project.   

 
b. Larry Biles – thank you for allowing KFS attendance and contribution (See Attachment 

A).  Reviewed Audit page on KFS fire audit action.  They believe KFS is best agency to 
take lead role. The 46th Annual Arborist Training program is at beginning of October. 
Extent of wildfires means more now than before 2016. 
 

c.  Bob Atchison – Discussed power wheel - has number of advisory groups.  Will continue 
to work with Conservation District partnerships to improve and strengthen their 
relationship.  Received grant for Fall Field Day – working with Kickapoo tribe on this.  
Discussed annual awards being distributed at KACD convention.  

Rod - Wilson County is working on “out of the box stuff” with another partner (pilot 
project) – involves carbon cycling, soil activities, found ways to quantify that.  
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When they get that information, will share with KFS.   Forest land does a 
tremendous amount of benefit for that project. 

 
 

6. COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 a.  Governor’s Luncheon at the State Fair – Rob announced the time and location.  
 
 b.  New District Employees: 
 

 Area I:   
a.  Linda Phillips, new Gove County District Manager, effective 9-10-18 
 
Area III:   
a.  Robin Struble, new Harper County District Manager, effective 8-27-18.  Teresa 

Mandevill retired effective 7-27-18 
b.  Patti Winters, Lincoln County District Manager, resigned effective 8-17-18.  Position is 

currently vacant. 
 

Area IV:   
a.  Thomas Ehlinger, Douglas County Conservation Technician, resigned effective 8-3-18. 

 
Area V: 
a.  Lori Siebert, new Lyon/Chase Counties District Manager, effective 8-28-18.  Kelsey 

Keith resigned effective 8-3-18. 
b.  Lacie Davis, new Anderson County District Technician, effective 7-23-18 

 
  

  
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

a. Watershed Dam Construction Program funding recommendations for rehabilitation FY 
2019 – Saadi (See Attachment B). 
*  Hakim – this year 11 applications were received totaling approximately $800,000 - 
$120,000 is the maximum that can be given to a district per year.  When the approved 
bidding process begins, it is placed in the Kansas register.  Most rehabilitation projects 
are pipe replacements.  There is a map on the website that shows where all the watershed 
districts are.  A new proposed Watershed District is in Clay County and will be added to 
the November general election.  There may be yet another Watershed District to be 
proposed in the Beloit area. 

 
A motion was made by Andy Larson to approve funding recommendation(s) for 
Watershed Dam Rehabilitation as outlined in the attachment.  The motion was seconded by 
John Wunder. Motion carried. 
 

b.  Budget updates for the 2020 fiscal year – Reschke/Frost (Attachment C). 
*  Have had several meetings lately.  Streambank continues to be well-funded.  Tim has 

advanced the program a great deal with his ideas.  To date there are 10 water 
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technology farms - are working on new one in the eastern part of the state.  If we 
believe in our programs, then we should do all we can to support those programs.  We 
don’t have lack of programs; we have a lack of funding.  There’s not much restorative 
funding – it’s more in to new initiatives.  RACs were involved in the budget process. 
Discussion: 
John – need to have a legislative strategy component but is not sure who to work with 

so we have a way to impact, influence and help advise legislature and 
administration of what has significant importance in funding.  

Rod – Dan Meyerhoff, Keri Harris, and Stephanie Royer gave a presentation 
supporting districts at the Water Authority meeting. 

Rob - KWA meeting attendance has tripled after the start of the Water Vision.  
KDA’s enhancement to our budget includes Aid to Conservation Districts and 
Water Resources. 

 
c.  Discuss Livestock Water Supply Financial Assistance Initiative Funding and Ranking - 

Jones 
* Have received 143 applications totaling $243,500 from 28 counties.  Applications are 

still coming in; should be ok on funding.  Has been a great project; no negative 
feedback.  Pumping plant was added with a possibility of Energy-free waterers.  This 
has been a very smooth process.   

 
BREAK 9:29 a.m. to 9:47 a.m. 

 
 
8.     NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. Review KACD Annual Convention Agenda, discuss/finalize SCC luncheon speaker 
and assign Commissioner duties – Vorhees. 

 
i.   Preside at Monday SCC Luncheon – Rod Vorhees 

 ii.  Give invocation at Monday luncheon – Andy Larson 
 iii. Guest luncheon speaker introduction – Rod Vorhees 

iv.  Governor’s Recognition award winners during banquet – John Wunder, Ted     
Nighswonger 

v.   Presentation of 20-year awards during banquet – Brad Shogren 
 vi.  Hold elections at area meetings for the following: 

  a.  KACD areas I, III, and V 
  b.  SCC areas II and IV 
 

b.  Reservoir Protection Initiative Update – Jones 
*  New initiative $900,000 specifically for Best Management Practices (BMP).  Water 

Office asked KDHE and DOC to form BMP implementation group to develop way 
to spend this money.  Districts will receive applications then submit to DOC.  100 
applications were received in August.  Group recommendations – no landowner 
limits, majority of group wanted to fund all applications, 90%-95% of applications 
were cover crops.  Will approve all applications and KDHE agreed to cover 
difference on shortage. Is paid per ton of sediment reduced.  Working with Dean 
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Krehbiel, NRCS – waiting on cover crop recommendations before approving 
contracts.  Will work on evaluating the impact of this project. 

 
c.  SCC Planning Session (Starting the discussion on future strategies for the SCC) – 

Vorhees 
Rod –  The reason for strategic planning is possible change in administration.  Feels it 

is wise to capitalize on this opportunity to do several things and need to have a 
plan.  What are the SCC roles, goals and objectives?  Feels like this year 
haven’t been together enough to know what’s going on.  Need to be informed, 
need to improve communication. 

John – We need to set goals and have communication, legislative, intra-agency and 
inter-agency strategies.  Need to define what are Conservation District goals, 
what are SCC goals, what are DOC goals, and what is our role with the 
partnerships.  Need to get our name out there in the public world – if it’s not 
out there, they don’t know us (conservation partners).  Explain who we 
(conservation partners) are and what we do. 

Cindy – Explained what all DOC has been doing in response to communication issues. 
Rod – How does DOC and SCC communicate amongst each other between meetings?   
Steve – Suggested utilizing Heather Lansdowne, KDA Director of Communications, 

serving as a facilitator.  
Rod – Also need to re-define Commissioners’ role in legislature.  How do we work 

better in the Department of Agriculture?  How do we better partner with other 
agencies?  How can we become more effective and better serve others 
throughout the State? 

Rob – Will work on the communication and Cindy will provide SCC with monthly staff 
report. 

 
d.  Review Commissioner and staff travel – Vorhees 

i.  Governor’s Conference on the Future of Water in Kansas – November 13-14, 2018, 
in Manhattan, Kansas. 

ii.  NACD – February 2-6, 2019, San Antonio, Texas 
 

 
9.      REPORTS: 

 
a.  Agency Reports: 
 
   *  Dan Devlin, KCARE – none 
 
 *  Gaye Benfer, NRCS – Provided report (See Attachment D).  Has been good having 

Karen Woodrich, new State Conservationist, there – is very energetic.  Vehicle 
allocation study done to determine right size and number of vehicles.  

 
LUNCH BREAK 11:45 a.m. to 1:28 p.m. 

b.  Staff Reports:   
 

* Tim McCoy – none  
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* Dave Jones – none 
 
*  Scott Carlson - none 
 

* Cindy Pulse – Finished up Land Reclamation letters to companies delinquent in 
reporting acres and bonds.  Working on presentation for NASCA.  Student worker 
began work; interviewed and offered job for intern position. 

 
*  Rob Reschke – none 
 
*  Steve Frost – Working on new contribution agreement with NRCS that will go into 

effect October 1; hope to be up to 30 Conservation Technicians statewide.  DOC’s 
contribution is the largest; other partners are KDHE, Wildlife & Parks, KACD. 

 
*  Hakim Saadi – Reviewed handout, began working on updating Watershed District 

Handbook – hope to have ready July 2019. 
 
*  Cathy Thompson – working on CSIMS 2.0. 
 

c.  Commissioner reports:   
 

* Ted Nighswonger – Several attended the most recent Water Authority meeting, 
including Jackie McClaskey.  Worked on planning, strategies, working through 
issues. 

 
*  Brad Shogren – none 

 
*  Andy Larson – Had good soil health day – good resource of information and great 

attendance.  Bill Simshauser did a good job putting it all together. 
 
*  John Wunder – Had soil health workshop last month; had good attendance.  Reported 

that WIBW quoted that from September 2017 to August 2018 it has been the driest 
12-month period in the history of Jefferson County.    

 
*  Rod Vorhees – Thank you for concerns and friendship.  Ponds are full for first time 

in 18 months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.    ADJOURNMENT: 

 
The next regular Commission meeting is scheduled for 2:00 p.m., Sunday, November 18, 
2018, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Wichita Airport, 2098 Airport Road, Wichita, 
Kansas. 
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A motion was made by Brad Shogren to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Ted Nighswonger.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m.  

                                                             
Rob Reschke 
Executive Director 
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