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SUPPLEMENTAL WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF THE WESTERN KANSAS GROUNDWATER

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT #1

To Hearing Officer Earl Lewis,

Division of Water Resources, Kansas Department of Agriculture,

For the Hearing Scheduled February 2, 2023.

Submitted by: Katie Durham

This written testimony is from the Western Kansas Groundwater Management District #1

(“GMD 1”) regarding its proposal for a Local Enhanced Management Area (“LEMA”) for

Greeley, Lane, Scott, and Wallace Counties, the Four County LEMA (FCL). This testimony is

offered as a supplement to the previously submitted written and oral testimony by GMD 1. On

February 2, 2023, the second public hearing was conducted by hearing officer Earl Lewis,

related to GMD 1’s Proposed Four County LEMA (FCL).

Following this hearing, GMD 1 offers the following clarifying testimony addressing the

District’s testimony submitted to the Division of Water Resources and supporting documentation

to finalize the Division of Water Resources’ record for the Four County LEMA.

Through the Written Testimony, GMD 1 offered one proposed clarification and one

correction to the Four County LEMA Plan that was submitted. GMD 1, through the Written

Testimony, which was approved by the Board, See Exhibit “A”, offers Exhibit “B” as an official

Appendix to the GMD 1 Proposal for the Four County LEMA Plan, as submitted to the Chief

Engineer and the Division of Water Resources on July 1, 2022.
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During the presentation of oral testimony at the second hearing by Katie Durham, the

Chief Engineer posed the question of ‘how many water rights within the FC LEMA boundary

would be exempt from the FC LEMA as uncertified water rights?’ The total number of

uncertified irrigation water rights within the proposed FC LEMA boundary is three. See Exhibit

“C”. Exempting these uncertified rights from will result in substantially no change to the

effectiveness of the FC LEMA in reaching the stated goal. See also Exhibit “C”, which modifies

Attachment A to the FC LEMA Plan, to strike these three water right and their associated points

of diversion and allocation.

Further, during the oral testimony of Katie Durham, a misstatement was made regarding

the FC LEMA’s treatment of Vested Water Rights. To clarify, Vested Water Rights are exempt

from the FC LEMA plan. Vested Water Rights are not encouraged, recommended, or provided

an avenue through the FC LEMA plan to voluntarily enroll in the program.

GMD 1 further presented oral testimony during the second public hearing from David

Barfield, consultant for the District with KWR Consulting. Mr. Barfield presented his testimony

with the aid of a PowerPoint presentation. His slides from that presentation are included here as

Exhibit “D” for the record. During Mr. Barfield’s presentation, he made reference to the work of

Dr. Nathan Hendricks of KSU. Dr. Hendricks is also cited in GMD 1’s Written Testimony at

page 6. Dr. Hendricks presented at the GMD 1 2022 Annual Meeting through a PowerPoint

presentation. His slides from that presentation are included here as Exhibit “E”. The nature of Dr.

Hendricks work was to survey GMD 1 to gage public interest in the formation of a LEMA. This

was done in the formation stages of the FC LEMA. A summary of Dr. Hendricks’ results and

findings are included here as Exhibit “F” to be added to the record.
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GMD 1 emphasizes and reiterates the content and rational of the previously provided

Written Testimony for the 2nd Public Hearing.

Respectfully Submitted,

_/s/ Katie Durham__
Katie Durham
Manager, GMD #1
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W ES T ER N KA N S A S GR O U N DW A T ER M A N A GEM EN T DIS T R ICT N O .1
January 27,2023 BoardM eetingM inutes

BO A R D M EM BER S P R ES EN T
M arkCallender– P resident,L aneCounty
T ravisW eaver– ViceP resident,Greeley County*
R ay S m ith– W allaceCounty M em ber*
BrianBauck– W ichitaCounty M em ber
S teveCom pton– T reasurer,S cottCounty
S T A FFM EM BER S P R ES EN T FO R A L L O R A P O R T IO N O FT HEM EET IN G
KatieDurham – DistrictM anager
T oniP alen– O fficeAdm inistrator
O T HER P EO P L EP R ES EN T FO R A L L O R A P O R T IO N O FT HEM EET IN G
R eeceHiebert* Adrian& P ankratzL aw O ffice
David Barfield* KW R Consulting
KeadronP earson* KansasW aterO ffice
M ikeM eyer* DivisionofW aterR esources
DonS m ith*

I. CA L L M EET IN G T O O R DER BY M A R K CA L L ER DER – P residentM arkCallendercalledto
ordertheJanuary 27,2023 Board ofDirectorsm eetingoftheW esternKansas
Groundw aterM anagem entDistrictN o.1 at9:03 a.m .attheDistrictO fficeinS cottCity.

a) R eview & A pproveA genda– T heBoard review edtheJanuary 27,2023 Agenda.
BrianBauckm adeam otiontoapprovetheAgenda. S teveCom ptonseconded
them otionw hichpassedunanim ously.

b) R eview & A pproveM inutes– M arkCallenderrequestedachangetotheJanuary
10,2023 m inutesinsectionIIunder“ BlairS nyderN otice,” itshouldsay M ark
R udenotM arkCallender. S teveCom ptonm adeam otiontoapprovethe
January 10,2023 m inutesw iththechangeabove. BrianBaucksecondedthe
m otionw hichpassed unanim ously.

c) R eview andapprovethefinancials– T heBoardreview ed theDecem ber31,
2022 financials. KatieDurham m entionthatw earestartingtoreceiveour
assessm entchecksinthem ail. Katiealsom entionsthatw enolongerhavetrash
serviceatthehangarbuthasspokenw ithFaurotHeating& AirConditioningw ho
agreedtoletususetheirsfor$30.00 perm onth. KatiereportedthatP atR yan
received aquotefrom Cheney Doorfor$4,000.00 forfram ingandputtinggarage
doorinattheHangar. BrianBauckm adeam otiontoapprovethefinancials.
S teveCom ptonseconded them otionw hichpassedunanim ously.

II. CO R R ES P O N DEN CE:
a) KatieDurham reportedtotheBoardthatsheandM arkCallenderreturned hom e

yesterday from T opeka. KatieandM arkstatedthey attendedtheL egislative
S essionsfortheS enateAgCom m ittee,theHouseCom m itteew hereGM D1 and
GM D4 w ereinvitedtodoapresentationandparticipatedonaHouseFloorevent.



Katiestatedbothpresentationsw entw ell,had goodfeedbackandoverall,very
positive. Also,Katiesharedthatsheand S hannonKenyonfrom GM D4 receiveda
fram ed certificateinrecognitionfrom theHouseFloor. Katiew entonthanking
everyonew hohassupportedintheeffortsw iththeL EM A’s. M arkgavepositive
feedbackfrom theexperiencestatinghem etw ithL indsay Vaughanand
acknow ledged S eanM illerandallhiseffortsandhelp. Katiefeelsw eareinavery
positiveplaceasaDistrict.

III. N EW BU S IN ES S :
a) R eview FourCounty L EM A A ppealsS preadsheet-Katiestatedshe,T ravis

W eaver,andDavidBarfield arew orkingonaspreadsheetfortheL EM A
appeals. David sharedhispow erpointtoreview w iththeBoard.

b) R eview L EM A hearingw rittentestim ony forFebruary 2nd – T heBoard
discussedandreview edthedraftw rittentestim ony w hichw illincludereferenceto
thetw oproposedclarificationstotheFourCounty L EM A. First,clarifyingthat
uncertifiedw aterrightsthatarestillintheirperfectionperiodshouldnotbe
includedintheFCL andsecond,thattherew ouldbearevisedm apoftheL EM A
boundary.

c) R eview andapproverevisedvotingcriteria– R eeceshared by pow erpoint
therevisedvotingpolicy. T heFollow ingchangeshavebeenm ade:

 S am eday registrationisrequired. GM D1 staffw illhavealistof
eligiblevotersonsiteforregistration.

 O neperson– O nevote

 Atthistim enom ailinballotsallow ed

 Ifyou plantovoteforaT rustorL andlord,asacorrespondingtenant
theDistrictw illneed supportingdocum entationtotheDistrictO ffice
by February 23rd. (5 daysbeforem eeting)

R eececlarifiedw ecannotuselastyear’sdocum entationsincethisisanew
revisedpolicy. R eecestatedofficersshouldbeselectedevery year. Katie
suggested thattheBoard votetoassignanofficerand acceptthisasaresolution.
S teveCom ptonm adeam otiontoexceptthenew revisedregistrationpolicy.
BrianBaucksecondedthem otionw hichpassedunanim ously. BrianBauckm ade
am otiontoselectT om Adrianorifnotavailablesom eonefrom Adrian&
P ankratzL aw O fficetobetheElectionO fficerattheAnnualM eeting. S teve
Com ptonsecondedthem otionw hichpassedunanim ously.
a) L EGIS L A T IVEU P DA T E-N O N E
b) DW R R EP O R T – M ikeM eyerreportedhisofficeisw orkingonw ateruse

reportsand stillinneedofapplicants. M ikerem inded KatieDurham heneeds
arecom m endationonS teveFrost.

c) KW O R EP O R T – KeadronP earsonreportsthatKatieDurham isanew m em ber
oftheU pperS m oky HillR AC. Keadronrem indedtheBoardthatM arch23rd is
theW IS EtourinDodgeCity andM ontezum a,w ithm oreinform ationtocom e.

d) P U BL IC CO M M EN -N O N E
e) M EET IN G A JO U R N – BrianBauckm adeam otiontoadjournthem eetingat

10:30 a.m . S teveCom ptonsecondedthem otionw hichpassedunanim ously.

R espectfully S ubm itted: A pproved:



____________________________ ________________________
T oniP alen,O fficeAdm inistrator M arkCallender,P resident
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Appendix
Four County LEMA

Submitted to the Division of Water Resources
July 1, 2022

1. Uncertified Water Rights. Uncertified Water Rights are not subject to the corrective

controls or other restrictions of the Four County LEMA. Uncertified Water Rights are

those water rights that are still in their perfection period and have not yet received an

official allocation based on their use. Any and all water rights which are currently in the

perfection period, or any new water rights which may be approved during the time period

of the FC LEMA, shall not be subject to the corrective controls of the FC LEMA, during

such period of perfection.

2. LEMA Boundary. The Proposed Four County LEMA, Attachment B, is hereby replaced

by the following Attachment B(1). The Boundary of the FC LEMA has not changed, but

the map, originally found in the Proposed Four County LEMA at Attachment B, is hereby

replaced to correct the township numbers.



Attachment B(1)
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