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Agricultural Growth Summit

Department Comings and Goings

Coming Up

The KDA is hosting the 2016 Kansas Governor’s Summit on 
Agricultural Growth on August 30 from 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the 

Manhattan Conference Center (Hilton). 

Hundreds of leaders representing a multitude of agriculture sectors 
from across the state have been invited to attend to discuss strategies for 
growth for the future of Kansas agriculture. Several members of the staff 
have been working for months coordinating more than 200 meetings 
with leaders in Kansas agriculture to identify key opportunities for 
future success. You can 
follow the progress of the 
Ag Growth Summit and 
the resulting strategies on 
our website at agriculture.
ks.gov/summit.

Please help us welcome these new KDA staff members.

David Engelhaupt .......... Engineering Associate, Water Management, MHK
Danielle Wilson ............. Administrative Specialist, Water Appropriations, MHK
Chelsey Hargett ............. FDLS, Meat & Poultry, Sedgwick County
Dallin Williams ............. FDLS, Meat & Poultry, Saline County

Be a STAR
Did you know that State of 
Kansas employees have 
access to an employee 
discount program? The 
State Thanks and Recognition 
(STAR) project is managed by the Office 
of Personnel Services to provide state 
employees with opportunities to receive 
discounts on goods and services across 
the state. Most vendors just require you to 
present your State Employee ID Card to 
receive your discount, though some may 
vary. For a full list of discount opportunities, 
as well as more details about the STAR 
program, go to oitsapps.ks.gov/da/ops/star/ 
or to the link on our Human Resources page. 

KDA Trivial Pursuit
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What father-son pair both served in the position of Kansas 
Secretary of Agriculture?

This month’s trivia question:

Aug. 30 ...... Ag Summit

Sept. 5 ..... Labor Day: offices closed

Sept. 9-18 ............ Kansas State Fair

Oct. 11 ........................... Flu Clinic

Send your answer to Heather Lansdowne at Heather.Lansdowne@ks.gov. All 
answers are due by August 19 at 12:00 p.m. All correct answers will then be 
entered in a drawing for a free mug courtesy of the From the Land of Kansas 
program. 

Tuesday August 30, 2016
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Four KDA employees in the water appropriations 
program all had babies this spring! 

There’s something in the water... H.R. CORNER

If you have items you would like to include in the next issue, please send them to Heather.Lansdowne@ks.gov

Employees of the Quarter:

Visit HR Bulletins at agriculture.ks.gov/HR 
for the following:

Stress Busting Tips

August OPST Training Calendar 

August Health Quest Newsletter

KPERS Notes and Updates

Bulletins:

Remember that the e-Handbook is posted 
in the Human Resources section of the KDA 
website. This is kept up to date and is your 
most current source for expense forms, 
technology info, benefit details, staff policies 
and a staff contact list.  

agriculture.ks.gov/e-handbook

Employee e-Handbook:

Kristen Baum, an environmental scientist who works in the 
Manhattan office, welcomed a new son, Spencer Jaxson, on 
February 25. Kristen and her husband, Shane, have a daughter 
named Regan, who participated in the Infant at Work program when KDA 
made the move to Manhattan.

Jennifer Roozeboom, an environmental scientist who works in the Manhattan 
office, welcomed a new son, Hendrik Levi, on March 17. This is the first child 
for Jennifer and her husband, Andrew. 

April Sidesinger, a senior administrative assistant who works at the Topeka 
Forbes office, welcomed a new daughter Lennox, on April 8. This is the first 
child for April and her husband, Ryan.  
 

Caleb Fabrycky, an environmental scientist who works in the Parsons field 
office, welcomed a new son, William Levi, on April 22.  Caleb and his wife, 
Kelsey, also have a two-year-old daughter, Nancy Ann. 

Just Married
Tarrie Crnic (fiscal) and Paul Grosdidier (animal health) 
began dating after attending a poultry meeting in New 
Orleans and got engaged in June 2015 after dating for about 
three years. They were married at Seven Dolors Catholic 
Parish on April 30, 2016. After a honeymoon in Mexico, they resumed 
working hard at KDA! Best wishes, Tarrie and Paul! 

KDA will be front and center at the State Fair again this year. 
The Division of Animal Health will be providing biosecurity 
services to the livestock exhibitors, and the Food Safety & 
Lodging program will conduct inspections and provide 
assistance to the multitude of food vendors. In addition, 
KDA will be part of a couple of booths and events:

Visit the From the Land of Kansas booth in the Pride of Kansas building all week. 
Chef Alli will give live cooking demonstrations on both weekends, and many 
member companies will be featured.

Agriland, also in the Pride of Kansas building, provides hands-on agricultural 
experiences for kids. 

The 11th annual Grape Stomp on Saturday, Sept. 10, will showcase the Kansas 
grape and wine industry

State Fair Fun

Karla Appling
Robert Buss
Cherie Copeland
Rachel Duran
Melissa Ford
Josh Garcia
Malinda Gee
Linda Sibert
Amanda Smyth
Sean Williams
Le Williams

Justin Goodno
Barbara Hanson
Ronda Hutton
Julie Jones
John Oldham
Samuel Perkins
Janelle Phillips
Hakim Saadi
Lindsey Shalz
Andrew Terhune

Please join us in congratulating 
the following employees for their 
selection for the Kansas Department 
of Agriculture employee of the quarter 
award in the 2nd quarter of calendar 
year 2016. 
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MORE ABOUT THE 
AGRICULTURAL 

LABORATORY 

What’s your favorite part of your job?
The science! I mean I get to be a scientist, 
who wouldn’t love that! I like running 
pretty much all of our tests, and finding 
out what is going on inside of things. 
While each day may seem redundant it is 
also full of discovery. Yes we test for the 
same things repeatedly as a regulatory 
lab, but those things reveal so much! I can 
take a tiny drop of milk and in less than an 
hour tell you if any cows in that herd are 
sick. Isn’t that cool!? Does that meat have 
Salmonella? I can find out. I mean, like, 
not for you personally, but as part of our 
regulatory guidelines. 

What is a typical day like for you?
It’s pretty planned out based on the 
samples we are scheduled to receive. We 
come into the lab and start preparing 
media, then we set up the required 
equipment for the testing. After that 
we receive and prepare the samples 
themselves. Then comes the sample 
processing, which varies based on the 
product; this takes much of the day over 
several days as multiple parts of our 
process require specific incubation times.

What was the first job you ever had?
The first job I ever had was a dishwasher/
potato peeler for my aunt’s restaurant.

What are you currently binge watching 
on Netflix?
All of the things. I just got done with 
Stranger Things (a Netflix original you 
MUST watch.) I watch a lot of Star Trek 
the Next Generation, Bob’s Burgers, 
Pokemon (Indigo League), several 
different Animes (Japanese animation), 
and regularly re-watch Parks and Rec.

What would be your dream vacation?
I have one item on my bucket list, and 
that is to camp underneath the Aurora 
Borealis.

What are your hobbies?
Oh, boy do I have some hobbies. I am an 
avid gamer, from Dungeons and Dragons 
with pen and paper, to Pokemon Go 
on my phone. I play the ocarina (small 
clay flute). I mountain bike. I read a lot, 
I collect comic books, I hike, I paint, I 
am an amateur nature photographer, I 
study mycology (mushrooms and fungi). 
I am one of the organizers for the Topeka 
Science Café, which hears about various 
science subjects, as well a member of the 
North East Kansas Amateur Astronomers 
League. I also occasionally write for a blog 
called Mad Art Lab, which discusses the 
intersection of science and art along with 
pop culture. 

Chris Tucker, Agricultural Laboratory 

Chris is a microbiologist in the Topeka field office. He grew up in Independence, Kan., 
and got his B.S. in biology from Pittsburg State University. He began working for the 
Kansas Animal Health Department in 2007 as a lab technician, then became an imports 
manager with the merge into KDA. Later he became the USAHerds manager (Animal 
Health database).  He and his partner, Mindy, have been together for 12 years with no 
plans for marriage or children, although they do have a grey cat named Nimbus. They 
recently moved to Lawrence where Mindy will be starting a physics PhD program.

If you like seeing science in action, like 
Chris Tucker does every day, the KDA 
agricultural laboratory is the place. The 
lab provides the analytical laboratory 
services for KDA’s program areas including 
meat and poultry inspection, dairy 
inspection and pesticide and fertilizer. 
All of the samples are subjected to the 
highest possible standards of accuracy and 
precision in order to provide credible and 
defensible analytical results. 

How high are the standards? The lab 
is in the process of being accredited 
by the International Organization 
for Standardization (ISO) which is a 
thorough evaluation of the laboratory’s 
quality management system. After a 1 ½ 
year process, the microbiology lab was 
accredited in December 2015, and the feed 
lab is in the process of their audit, which 
will be complete in October 2016. Next on 
the list will be the pesticide lab. 

This ISO accreditation will establish the 
KDA agricultural laboratory as one of the 
few labs in this region which meet this 
international standard, and will provide all 
testing produced by the lab with the highest 
data integrity possible. 
 

THE KDA AGRICULTURAL 

LABORATORY PERFORMS MORE THAN 

54,000 TESTS EACH YEAR!


