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Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) for Wildfire Livestock Losses
Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP) for Wildfire Feed and Grazing Losses
Need Hay? Have Hay to Share? Use FSA's Online Hay and Grazing Acres Locator Tool
Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification Cost Share Reimbursements
Maintaining Good Credit History Required for FLP Customers
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Program (NAP) application closing deadline for
millet, sorghum forage, pecans, walnuts, safflower,
sesame and most annual fruits and vegetables
March 31—Deadline to request Marketing
Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency payments
for 2016 harvested wheat, barley, canola, crambe,
flaxseed, honey, oats, rapeseed and sesame
May 31—Deadline to request Marketing
Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency payments
for 2016 harvested corn, grain sorghum, and
soybeans
July 15—Reporting deadline for all spring-planted
crops
August 1—Final date to enroll in the 2017
ARCPLC program

To find your local FSA
county office, click
http://offices.usda.gov

USDA Offers Help to FireAffected Farmers and
Ranchers

For more information on
the Kansas wildfires and
Kansas producers who suffered excessive
assistance available,
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses
visit our partners at:
due to recent wildfires may be eligible for disaster
assistance programs through the USDA Farm
Kansas Livestock Assn
Service Agency (FSA). The most important thing
for producers to do at this time is to record all
Kansas Dept of Agriculture pertinent information regarding these livestock and
feed losses, including photographs.
Kansas Farm Bureau
Need more info about a
specific program? Read
FSA program fact sheets
here, or watch video
webinars here.

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist
farmers and ranchers who lost livestock, grazing
land, fences or eligible trees, bushes and vines as
a result of a natural disaster. FSA administers a
suite of safety-net programs to help producers
recover from eligible losses, including the
Livestock Indemnity Program and the Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and FarmRaised Fish Program.
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) offers
payments to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to
adverse weather and the Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP) provides emergency relief for
losses due to feed or water shortages, disease,
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are
not adequately addressed by other disaster
programs.
In addition, producers located in counties that
receive a primary or contiguous disaster
designation are eligible for low-interest emergency
loans to help them recover from production and
physical losses. Compensation is also available to
producers who purchased coverage through the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program,
which protects non-insurable crops (including
native grass for grazing) against natural disasters
that result in lower yields, crop losses or prevented
planting.
For more information on these and
other programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster or
contact your local FSA office.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) for Wildfire Livestock
Losses
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) compensates livestock owners and contract growers for
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to
wildfires, hurricanes, floods, blizzards, extreme heat or extreme cold. For 2017, eligible losses must
occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar days from the ending date of the
applicable adverse weather event. A notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when
the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants must provide supporting documentation to their local
FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible
loss condition occurred. Some types of documentation that may be required are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have died,
supplemented if possible by photographs or video records of ownership and losses;
Rendering truck receipts by kind, type and weight - important to document prior to disposal;
Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;
Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural
Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible loss
condition;
Copy of growers contracts
Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.1% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 2.7%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal”
conditions.

Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP) for Wildfire
Feed and Grazing Losses
Producers who suffered livestock feed or grazing losses due to recent wildfires could be eligible for
assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP). ELAP provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages,
disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other
disaster programs.
ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased or mechanically
harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the producer's eligible livestock. In
order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be baled. Forage that is only cut, raked or
windrowed is not eligible. To participate in ELAP, producers must submit a notice of loss to their
local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain
documentation and receipts.
ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to
remove livestock from a grazing pasture due to wildfire.
For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive
has been destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, high winds, wildfire and tornadoes.
Producers with a qualifying loss should contact their local county FSA office to file a notice of loss
within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. Producers should also maintain records and

receipts documenting that livestock were removed from the grazing pasture due to wildfire, costs of
transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, receipts for equipment rental fees for hay lifts, feed
purchase receipts and the number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water
shortages.

Need Hay? Have Hay to Share? Use FSA's Online Hay and
Grazing Acres Locator Tool
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet is the "go to" online resource for agricultural
producers to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay
and grazing acres.
If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise,
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay
Net advertisement as well.
A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:
•
•
•
•

There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to
post an ad online.
Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.
Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.
Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and
remove ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate
advertisements on this site.

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.
For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your
local FSA office. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.

Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification
Cost Share Reimbursements
Expanded Eligibility for Transition and State Certification Cost
Starting March 20, 2017, organic producers and handlers will be able to visit over 2,100 USDA
Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to apply for federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of
receiving and maintaining organic or transitional certification.
USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of organic certification, but only
about half of the nation’s organic operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20,
USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers and handlers to apply for
organic cost share assistance either by mail or in person.

USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National Organic Certification Cost Share
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share
Program, and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic producers to access other
USDA programs, such as disaster protection and loans for farms, facilities and marketing.
Producers can also access information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals to
local experts, including organic agriculture, through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity service at the
local FSA office.
Historically, many state departments of agriculture have obtained grants to disburse
reimbursements to those producers and handlers qualifying for cost share assistance. FSA will
continue to partner with states to administer the programs. For states that want to continue to
directly administer the programs, applications will be due Feb. 17, 2017.
Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic or transitional
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees
related to equivalency agreement/ arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user
fees, sales assessments and postage are all eligible for a cost share reimbursement from USDA.
Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of
certification costs each year up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild
crops and handling. This announcement also adds transitional certification and state organic
program fees as additional scopes.
To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic.

Maintaining Good Credit History Required for FLP Customers
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash
flow.
Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.
Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.
There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.
•
•
•
•

Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can
be an effective way to remember payment due dates.
Pay down existing debt.
Keep your credit card balances low.
Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. FSA’s farm loan staff will guide
you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after improving or
correcting your credit report. For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

2017 Enrollment Period Ongoing for ARC/PLC Programs
Protecting Acreage from Erosion and Weed Infestation Requirement of Program Eligibility
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can
visit their local FSA office to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period
will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll
by signing a contract each program year.
If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.
The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year.

Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides Weather
Alerts and Safety Tips
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently launched a free mobile app that will
instruct the public on what to before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for
download for Apple, Android and Blackberry mobile devices.
Download the app to:
•
•
•
•

Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations
Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency
checklist
Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone)
Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders.

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA app
from the Apple Store visit https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8. To download

the FEMA app on Google Play for Android visit:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en

New Program Connects Farmers to More Resources That
Benefit Their Operation
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new service that combines resources offered by
national, state and local agricultural organizations to help farmers and ranchers start, improve or
expand their operation.
Bridges to Opportunity is a partnership of USDA and non-USDA agricultural agencies, coming
together to help provide the information farmers and ranchers need. The Bridges service is
supported through a customized software application that houses information from partner
organizations, making the information easily accessible to customers seeking agricultural resources
while in FSA county offices.
Partnering with FSA’s Bridges to Opportunity provides a central location for USDA and local, state
and national agricultural organizations to offer support to farmers and ranchers and help with
disaster assistance, grants, technical help, financial advice and educational courses.
Agricultural organizations that partner with FSA are providing access to programs, upcoming
events, workshops and other resources with farmers and ranchers that come through the doors of
FSA county offices.
To learn more about Bridges to Opportunity and how it can help you, contact your State or local
FSA County Office. You may also visit the FSA website for more information.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

