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MINUTES OF THE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.  The State Conservation Commission meeting was called to order by Rod Vorhees, Chairman and Area
V Commissioner at 1:03 p.m., Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at the K-State Southwest Research-Extension
Center, 4500 E. Mary Street, Garden City, KS.

2. ATTENDANCE:

Elected Commissioners:

Ted Nighswonger, Area | Commissioner
Jed Fleske, Area Il Commissioner

Sam Sanders, Area Il Commissioner
John Wunder, Area IV Commissioner
Rod Vorhees, Area V Commissioner

Ex-Officio & Appointed Members:

Eric Allness, Acting State Conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service (left the meeting
at 3:33 and returned at 3:48)

Terry Medley, P.E., Water Structures Program Manager, Division of Water Resources, Kansas
Department of Agriculture

Peter Tomlinson, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Extension Specialist for Environmental Quality
Agronomy Department, Kansas State University

Susan Metzger, Associate Director, College of Agriculture, K-State Research and Extension, Director
Kansas Center for Agricultural Resources and the Environment (KCARE) and the Kansas Water
Resources Institute (KWRI) (arrived at 2:23 p.m.)

Division of Conservation, Kansas Department of Agriculture Staff:

Andrew Lyon, Executive Director

Steve Frost, Assistant Director

Dave Jones, Water Quality Program Manager

Kristin Kloft, Riparian & Wetland Program Manager
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Marsha Setzkorn-Meyer, Conservation District Program Coordinator
Cathy Thompson, Program Consultant
Christy Koelzer, Administrative Specialist

Guests:

Dan Meyerhoff, Executive Director, KACD

Gayla Speer, Vice-President, KACD-EO

Olivia Bergmeier, Executive Director, State Association of Kansas Watersheds (SAKW)

Brian Olson, Department Head, Western Kansas Research Extension Centers, Kansas State University
Ag Research Center

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
The agenda was amended to add SCC Elections under New Business.
4.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:

A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to approve the January 17, 2023, and March 27, 2023,
minutes as emailed. The motion was seconded by Jed Fleske. Motion carried.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
a. FY 2024 WR and NPS Payment Rate Update — Jones
i.  Dave Jones informed the commissioners that conservation districts were allowed to submit
requests for increases in the payment rates for specific practice components and reviewed the
FY 2024 Water Resources and Non-Point Source Payment Rate Adjustments (Attachment

A). The maximum increase was 150%. Payment rate adjustments will apply to all counties.

A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to approve the FY 2024 WR and NPS payment rate
adjustments. The motion was seconded by Jed Fleske. Motion carried.

6. NEW BUSINESS:
a. SCC Elections — Nighswonger

i.  Ted Nighswonger informed the commissioners he will not be seeking re-election for Area I
Commissioner.
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b. FY 2024 Budget Overview — Lyon and Jones

i.  Andrew Lyon informed the commissioners there will be full match for FY 2024 aid to
conservation districts.

ii.  Dave Jones reviewed the FY 2024 WR Budget and County Allocations (Attachments B and
C) and the FY 2024 NPS Budget and County Allocations (Attachments D and E).

A motion was made by Peter Tomlinson to approve the WR and NPS FY 2024 budget and
county allocations. The motion was seconded by Ted Nighswonger. Motion carried.

iii.  Andrew Lyon informed the commissioners he would like to develop a proposal for FY 2024
possible enhancement initiatives, anticipating the grant programs operational in FY 2025.
Division of Conservation and Division of Water Resources have been approved to hire grant
coordinator positions to assist districts with grant applications and management.
Conservation, watershed, and groundwater management districts will be eligible for the new
grant funding. Possible initiatives discussed addressed drought, cover crops, and emergency
relief for wildfires, floods, and watershed dam structures.

c. FY 2025 Budget Recommendations — Lyon

i.  Andrew Lyon informed the commissioners that due to the increase in funding for FY 2025,
the Governor’s office has slowed the budget recommendation process to allow for input on
the recommendations. Lyon reviewed the FY 2025 agency enhancement increase
recommendations for DOC funded programs including Water Resources, Aid to
Conservation Districts, Watershed Dam Construction, WTAP/CREP, Irrigation Technology
and Streambank Stabilization. Peter Tomlinson suggested an increase in Non-Point Source
be considered as well.

Break 3:07 — 3:16
d. High Plains Aquifer RCPP Proposal — Lyon

i.  Andrew Lyon informed the commissioners that DOC will submit a High Plains Aquifer
RCPP Proposal. The cap has been increased to $25 million. With support from conservation
partners, the proposal will include a 1:1 match for a total of $50 million and focus on
irrigation technology, soil health, playa restoration, and education and outreach. The
proposal is due August 25™,
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7.

UPDATES:

a. Comments from Guests:

Dan Meyerhoff (KACD) informed the commissioners that Rhonda Coffman, KACD
Leadership and Field Services Coordinator, is on the road four days a week training district
managers. Marketing Angle continues to provide communications support. KACD is taking
bids for an upgrade for their website. The KACD Fall Meetings will be held virtually on
August 14 at 5:30 p.m. The Governor’s Luncheon is on Friday, September 15 at the State
Fair. The KACD and SCC joint meeting will be on September 15 at 9:00 a.m. KACD will
have a meeting on Thursday afternoon and SCC will meet before the joint meeting on Friday
morning. Legislators will be invited to a BBQ on Thursday evening. The KACD Annual
Meeting is November 19 — 21 at the Hyatt Regency in Wichita with theme, Quality Water,
Quality Life. The business meeting will be on Monday followed by the banquet. The ADM
climate smart initiative will have a companion agreement in its second year seeking to enroll
an additional 100,000 acres, for total of 200,000 acres. EcoHarvest rolls out on June 8 for its
second year. Retired NRCS staff continue to provide training. The urban conservation focus
groups are working on a report to address the barriers for urban farmers.

Gayla Speer (KACD-EO) informed the commissioners that fifty-six district managers
attended the Statewide KACD-EO meeting. The DOC CSIMS updates were appreciated.

ii. Brian Olson (KSU, WKREC) informed the commissioners that the department is looking for

solutions for the water issues out west and researching development of forage systems to
support livestock.

Olivia Bergmeier (SAKW) informed the commissioners that SAKW has renovated their
website, www.sakw.org. Suggestions for additions to the website are welcome and can be
emailed to her. SAKW is working with NRCS to get more projects done.

b. Agency Updates:

Eric Allness (USDA, NRCS) informed the commissioners that the Kansas State
Conservationist position will be re-advertised. A new Acting State Conservationist will be
selected in July. NRCS is working on back filling existing vacancies and bringing on new
positions. Work has started on a five-year strategic plan that will help guide targeted outreach
and streamline program delivery. RCPP and cooperative grants funding opportunities are open.
An annual funding opportunity for conservation districts will make $15 million available
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nationwide for education and outreach. NRCS has requested an additional $20 million for
EQIP.

ii. Susan Metzger (KSU, KCARE) had no further updates.

Terry Medley (KDA, DWR) informed the commissioners that he will share the SCC report
when final. The peer review on site portion is complete. A new flood plain map will be out in
90 days. Budget season is in full swing. CAP and CGP grants have gone up. With IRA, dam
safety went down $50,000. There are three open dam safety positions.

Peter Tomlinson (KSU Research & Extension) asked the commissioners if the SCC meetings
could again be scheduled for the year in advance at the KACD Convention. The ground-
breaking for a new modernized research and innovation center for the agronomy department
took place in May. Grain science is also getting new facilities. A $2 million climate smart
commodity grant will focus on nutrient management for grain sorghum hydrogen management.
A $2 million grant for the Foundation for food and agriculture research will give energy around
sorghum nitrogen research management. The goal is to have eight to twelve sites a year for the
next four years.

c. DOC Staff Updates:

I. Andrew Lyon informed the commissioners the next commission meetings would be held on
August 16 before the Ag Summit in Manhattan, September 15 at the State Fair in Hutchinson,
and November 19 at the KACD Convention in Wichita.

Steve Frost informed the commissioners that he collects information from the technicians and
submits a financial and narrative report twice a year. Frost recently attended the Arkansas
River Water Quality Summit in La Junta, CO. Among the one hundred attendants were forty
people from Kansas representing NRCS, FSA, DWR and DOC. There was a great
discussion about river water quality and best conservation practices. Frost also attended a
CREP Tour in Garden City where thirty-five partners met to discuss establishing and keeping
grass stands in the sandy soils in the Lakin area. Colorado is offering a dry land practice
under CRP involving the development of a compatible cover crop rotation with dry land
farming and buffer along the river corridor and Rattlesnake Creek area. WTAP has retired
two water rights over the last two years. There is potential for moving forward to other
communities and playas and other high priority areas. The same bid ceiling of $2,000 has
been used for 15 years. Frost suggests increasing the rate per acre foot for water right
purchase in the WTAP program to $2,750 before the October 1 enroliment. There will be
further discussion at the August meeting.
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Vi.

ii. Dave Jones informed the commissioners the deadline for rollover requests was June 2. Ninety

requests were submitted. He is also working on initiatives for FY 2024.

Kristin Kloft informed the commissioners design interviews are scheduled for next week.
They are building capacity within the stream team to get additional projects going if they
receive extra funding.

Marsha Setzkorn-Meyer informed the commissioners that Cloud County is vacant.

Cathy Thompson informed the commissioners that she is working on year-end fiscal duties
and Agriland. She will be serving on the Shawnee County grand jury every other week until

November.

Christy Koelzer had no further updates.

d. Elected Commissioner Area Updates:

Ted Nighswonger (Area 1) informed the commissioners they have been holding farmer-to-
farmer meetings. They would like a good source for cover crop research, so they know what
to plant. They have an interview for a technician position on Wednesday. He plans to look
into signing up for FSA alerts. Peter Tomlinson informed the commissioners that the
Midwest Cover Crops Selector Tool, found at midwestcovercrops.org, is a good way to get
cover crop recommendations. After entering state, county and the goals of the cover crops,
the tool provides suggestions for what species will meet those goals.

I. Jed Fleske (Area Il) informed the commissioners they have had rain.

iii. Sam Sanders (Area Ill) informed the commissioners they have had some rain. The fall crops

are starting to come up but are not out of the woods yet.

. John Wunder (Area IV) informed the commissioners he enjoys seeing everyone and

appreciates the ability to get together. He has noticed how interconnected agriculture is. He
does not appreciate the drought monitor.

Rod Vorhees (Area V) informed the commissioners the current challenges take better
management. He is doing all right cattle and grass-wise. They started hauling water last
October. To manage grazing the way he wants to, he needs to have water when he needs it,
and it has been a challenge. Vorhees thanked Eric Allness for his time in Kansas.
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8. ADJOURNMENT:
The next SCC meeting will be August 16 in Manhattan.

A motion was made by Sam Sanders to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Jed
Fleske. Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m.

drenr ?@/%W

Andrew Lyon
Executive Director



Attachment A

FY 2024 WR and NPS Payment Rate Adjustments

Project Type Practice Component Current DOC Rate Recommended DOC Rate | UOM | Increase From Current DOC Rate
ESC Diversion Diversion $1.96 $2.50 Cuyd 128%
ESC Grade Stabilization Structure Modular Concrete Block Drop $111.01 $153.58 Cuyd 138%
ESC Grassed Waterway Waterway $1,226.15 $1,839.22 Ac 150%
ESC Grassed Waterway Rebuild Grassed Waterway Rebuild $1,226.15 $1,839.22 Ac 150%
ESC Pasture & Hayland Planting Introduced Perennial & Native Grass Mix $58.25 $75.00 Ac 129%
ESC Pasture & Hayland Planting Introduced Perenial Grasses - Legume $61.10 $70.00 Ac 115%
ESC Pasture & Hayland Planting Native Perennial Grasses, multi species $122.19 $140.00 Ac 115%
ESC Terrace Non-Storage-broadbase $0.98 $1.47 Lf 150%
ESC Terrace storage - broadbase $1.89 $2.64 Lf 140%
ESC Terrace Terrace Rebuild $0.98 $1.47 Lf 150%
ESC Water and Sediment Control Basin Embankment Basin $1.75 $2.41 Cuyd 138%
ESC Water and Sediment Control Basin WASCOB Base $1.94 $2.50 Cuyd 129%
ESC Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment Hand Planted/Bare Root $1.95 $2.91 No 149%

PRM,RAP Fence Barbed Wire, Pond Fencing n/a $7.50 Lf New Component
**Component requested by Greenwood, Wilson and Woodson Counties, payment rate is in line with current averages from the three counties.
PRM,RAP Fence Barbed Wire, Multi Strand $1.37 $2.05 Lf 150%
PRM,RAP Fence Barbed Wire, Multi Strand, Difficult Terrain $1.62 $2.43 Lf 150%
PRM,RAP Fence Electric, High Tensile w/Energizer $0.65 $0.98 Lf 150%
PRM,RAP Livestock Pipeline Standard Installation, 2 inch dia. or less (KS/NE) $1.59 $2.38 Lf 150%
PRM,RAP Pond Excavated Pond $1.40 $2.10 Cuyd 150%
PRM,RAP Pond Excavated Pond with Embankment $1.74 $2.26 Cuyd 130%
PRM,RAP Pumping Plant for Water Supply Solar - Powered Pump 0.5 hp $3,627.97 $4,992.58 No 138%
PRM,RAP Pumping Plant for Water Supply Solar - Powered Pump 1 hp $4,284.87 $5,913.12 No 138%
PRM,RAP Pumping Plant for Water Supply Solar - Powered Pump 2 hp $5,521.14 $6,441.68 No 117%
PRM,RAP Spring Development Spring, > 50 Ft collection $2,873.65 $3,500.00 No 122%
PRM,RAP Spring Development Spring, up to 50' collection $1,829.53 $2,100.00 No 115%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Fiberglass Tank on Concrete $1.44 $2.09 Gal 145%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Fiberglass Tank on Earth $1.20 $1.80 Gal 150%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Precast Concrete Tank $1.97 $2.27 Gal 115%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Rubber Tire Tank on Concrete $1.23 $1.84 Gal 150%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Rubber Tire Tank on Earth $0.98 $1.47 Gal 150%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Steel Rim Tank Concrete Base $1.05 $1.57 Gal 150%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Steel Rim Tank Bottomless $0.25 $0.38 Gal 150%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Enclosed Storage Tank $0.90 $1.35 Gal 150%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Steel Tank $1.19 $1.79 Gal 150%
PRM,RAP Watering Facility Water Fountain $1,129.68 $1,500.00 No 133%
AWP Well Decommissioning Shallow, Greater than 15" Diameter $20.66 $30.00 Lf 145%
NM Nutrient Management Basic Nutrient Management $6.92 $10.00 Ac 145%




Attchment B

Water Resources Cost-Share Program FY 2024 Allocation Worksheet
FY 2023 Appropriation: $2,698,289
FY 2022 Carryover: $0
FY 2022 Reserve: $0
FY 2023 CSIMS $0
FY 2023 Admin expenses: -$161,897

FY 2023 Total Cost-Share CD Allocation: $2,536,392

FY 2024 Appropriation: $2,834,714
FY 2023 Carryover: $0
FY 2023 Reserve: $0
FY 2024 CSIMS $0
FY 2024 Admin expenses: -$170,083
FY 2024 Total Cost-Share CD Allocation: $2,664,631

| FY 2024 Cost-Share AIIocation:|

FY 2024 Cost-Share Allocations FY 2023 Allocations Adjustment from FY 2023
DNA $2,664,631 DNA $2,536,392 DNA $128,239
High PriorityTMDL $0 High Priority TMDL Allocation $0 High Priority TMDL Allocation $0

$2,664,631 $2,536,392 Total $128,239




FY 2024 WR DNA

Allocations
County FY 2024 WR DNA Allocation County FY 2024 WR DNA Allocation
Allen $21,225.63 | Linn $21,225.63
Anderson $21,225.63 | Logan $27,224.80
Atchison $23,225.36 | Lyon $24,225.22
Barber $29,224.52 | Marion $25,225.08
Barton $26,224.94 | Marshall $26,224.94
Bourbon $21,225.63 | McPherson $26,224.94
Brown $24,225.22 | Meade $28,224.66
Butler $26,224.94 | Miami $23,225.36
Chase $23,225.36 | Mitchell $25,225.08
Chautaugua $22,225.49 | Montgomery $21,225.63
Cherokee $20,225.77 | Morris $24,225.22
Cheyenne $28,224.66 | Morton $25,225.08
Clark $29,224.52 | Nemaha $26,224.94
Clay $26,224.94 | Neosho $21,225.63
Cloud $25,225.08 | Ness $29,224.52
Coffey $23,225.36 | Norton $27,224.80
Comanche $28,224.66 | Osage $23,225.36
Cowley $26,224.94 | Osborne $28,224.66
Crawford $21,225.63 | Ottawa $26,224.94
Decatur $27,224.80 | Pawnee $27,224.80
Dickinson $26,224.94 | Phillips $28,224.66
Doniphan $24,225.22 | Pottawatomie $26,224.94
Douglas $23,225.36 | Pratt $24,225.22
Edwards $24,225.22 | Rawlins $28,224.66
Elk $22,225.49 | Reno $26,224.94
Ellis $28,224.66 | Republic $24,225.22
Ellsworth $26,224.94 | Rice $24,225.22
Finney $30,224.39 | Riley $23,225.36
Ford $28,224.66 | Rooks $27,224.80
Franklin $23,225.36 | Rush $27,224.80
Geary $22,225.49 | Russell $26,224.94
Gove $28,224.66 | Saline $26,224.94
Graham $27,224.80 | Scott $26,224.94
Grant $25,225.08 | Sedgwick $26,224.94
Gray $26,224.94 | Seward $25,225.08
Greeley $26,224.94 | Shawnee $22,225.49
Greenwood $24,225.22 | Sheridan $27,224.80
Hamilton $27,224.80 | Sherman $28,224.66
Harper $27,224.80 | Smith $27,224.80
Harvey $22,225.49 | Stafford $24,225.22
Haskell $27,224.80 | Stanton $26,224.94
Hodgeman $26,224.94 | Stevens $26,224.94
Jackson $24,225.22 | Sumner $28,224.66
Jefferson $23,225.36 | Thomas $28,224.66
Jewell $27,224.80 | Trego $27,224.80
Johnson $22,225.49 | Wabausee $24,225.22
Kearny $26,224.94 | Wallace $27,224.80
Kingman $27,224.80 | Washington $26,224.94
Kiowa $25,225.08 | Wichita $27,224.80
Labette $21,225.63 | Wilson $22,225.49
Lane $26,224.94 | Woodson $21,225.63
Leavenworth $23,225.36 | Wyandotte $23,225.36
Lincoln $26,224.94 | Total $2,664,631.00

Attachment C



Attachment D

Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Cost-Share Program (NPS) FY 2024 Allocation Worksheet

FY 2024 NPS Budget: $1,863,636

Obligations

1. Funding for all 105 counties in FY 2024

2. Fund 33 Conservation Technician positions (one per management unit) in counties identified by the workload analysis with a Contribution Agreement with
NRCS. NPS portion, $550,000.

. Fund 7 Conservation Technicians in 7 management units identified by NRCS with a contribution agreement NACD. (NPS portion included in the $550,000)

. Fund 3 Conservation Easement Specialists and 1 Soil Health Specialist in locations identified by NRCS with a Grant Aggreement with NRCS.

. Fund 4 Soil Conservationist positions in locations identified by NRCS with a Grant Aggreement with NRCS.

. Fund 4 Archeologist positions in locations identified by NRCS with a Grant Aggreement with NRCS.

. Year four of five matching funds for KSU Sustainable Phosphorus Grant.

. KACD partnership for conservation district professional development.

0o ~NOo O W

|FY 2024 Allocation:

FY 2023 A|\Ilocations FY 2024 Allocations Adjustment from FY 2023
NPS Base $ 1,087,104 NPS Base $ 1,018,636 $ (68,468)
T/IA | $ 425,000 T/IA $ 550,000 $ 125,000
Misc. Soil Health $ 35,000 Misc. Soil Health $ - $ (35,000)
Supplemental LWS $ 25,000 Supplemental LWS $ - $  (25,000)
Soil Health Education $ 30,000 KACD Partnership $ 30,000 $ -
NPS Operations $ 98,000 NPS Operations $ 105,000 $ 7,000
CSIMS | $ 130,000 CSIMS $ 130,000 $ -
KSU Grant Match $ 30,000 KSU Grant Match $ 30,000 $ -
[Total $ 1,860,104 Total $ 1,863,636 Total $ 3532




FY 2024 NPS Base Attachment E
Allocations

County FY 2024 NPS Base Allocation County FY 2024 NPS Base Allocation
Allen $9,452.50 Linn $10,178.80
Anderson $9,452.50 Logan $7,273.60
Atchison $11,631.40 Lyon $13,084.00
Barber $9,694.60 Marion $11,631.40
Barton $9,694.60 Marshall $10,663.00
Bourbon $9,452.50 McPherson $9,694.60
Brown $10,905.10 Meade $7,273.60
Butler $11,631.40 Miami $10,178.80
Chase $13,084.00 Mitchell $9,210.40
Chautauqua $10,178.80 Montgomery $11,631.40
Cherokee $11,631.40 Morris $11,631.40
Cheyenne $6,547.30 Morton $7,031.50
Clark $9,210.40 Nemaha $12,357.70
Clay $10,178.80 Neosho $10,178.80
Cloud $10,663.00 Ness $8,242.00
Coffey $11,631.40 Norton $9,694.60
Comanche $9,694.60 Osage $12,357.70
Cowley $11,631.40 Osborne $10,178.80
Crawford $10,178.80 Ottawa $9,694.60
Decatur $7,515.70 Pawnee $9,694.60
Dickinson $11,631.40 Phillips $9,694.60
Doniphan $10,178.80 Pottawatomie $12,357.70
Douglas $10,905.10 Pratt $10,178.80
Edwards $8,726.20 Rawlins $6,547.30
Elk $12,357.70 Reno $11,631.40
Ellis $9,694.60 Republic $10,178.80
Ellsworth $10,178.80 Rice $9,210.40
Finney $7,273.60 Riley $12,357.70
Ford $8,726.20 Rooks $8,726.20
Franklin $11,631.40 Rush $8,726.20
Geary $10,905.10 Russell $9,694.60
Gove $7,273.60 Saline $10,178.80
Graham $9,210.40 Scott $7,031.50
Grant $7,031.50 Sedgwick $10,663.00
Gray $7,273.60 Seward $7,515.70
Greeley $6,789.40 Shawnee $12,357.70
Greenwood $12,357.70 Sheridan $7,515.70
Hamilton $6,789.40 Sherman $7,031.50
Harper $10,178.80 Smith $10,178.80
Harvey $10,178.80 Stafford $10,178.80
Haskell $6,789.40 Stanton $6,547.30
Hodgeman $8,242.00 Stevens $7,031.50
Jackson $12,357.70 Sumner $9,694.60
Jefferson $12,357.70 Thomas $7,515.70
Jewell $10,663.00 Trego $9,694.60
Johnson $10,178.80 Wabausee $12,357.70
Kearny $7,031.50 Wallace $7,273.60
Kingman $10,663.00 Washington $10,178.80
Kiowa $9,694.60 Wichita $7,031.50
Labette $10,178.80 Wilson $10,178.80
Lane $6,789.40 Woodson $9,452.50
Leavenworth $11,631.40 Wyandotte $8,702.90
Lincoln $9,210.40 Total $1,018,636.00
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