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MINUTES OF THE STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

 

1. The State Conservation Commission meeting was called to order by Rod Vorhees, 

Chairman and Area V Commissioner, at 10:44 a.m., Monday, August 7, 2017, at the Best 

Western Night Watchman Inn & Suites, Greensburg, Kansas. 

2. ATTENDANCE: 

Elected Commissioners: 

 

Ted Nighswonger, Area I Commissioner 

Andy Larson, Area II Commissioner 

Brad Shogren, Area III Commissioner 

John Wunder, Area IV Commissioner 

Rod Vorhees, Area V Commissioner 

 

Ex-Officio & Appointed Members: 
 

Eric Banks, State Conservationist, USDA, NRCS 

Terry Medley, P.E., Water Structures Program Manager, Division of Water Resources, 

Kansas Department of Agriculture 

 

Division of Conservation, Kansas Department of Agriculture Staff: 

 

Rob Reschke, Executive Director 

Steve Frost, Administrative Manager 

Dave Jones, Water Quality Program Manager 

 

Guests: 

 

Herb Graves, Executive Director, State Association of Kansas Watersheds (SAKW) 

 

 

3. ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 

         Addition: 

 i.  Discuss Jackson County request for Soil Health Education Funds. 
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          A motion was made by Andy Larson to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion 

was seconded by John Wunder.  Motion carried. 
 

 

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 

 A motion was made by John Wunder to approve the April 10, 2017, minutes as 

mailed.  The motion was seconded by Ted Nighswonger.  Motion carried. 

 

 

5. COMMENTS FROM GUESTS: 
 

a. Herb Graves, Executive Director, State Association of Kansas Watersheds (SAKW) – 

Herb discussed PL 566 proposals, specifically the Pawnee Watershed proposal.  He 

also discussed SAKW working with KAWS.   

 

6. COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

a. Invitations to the Governor’s Luncheon at the State Fair were received by 

Commissioners. 

 

 

7. FINANCIAL REPORT: 

 

 a.  FY 2017 financial report – Frost (See Attachment A) 

 

 

LUNCH BREAK – 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

   

  

8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

a. Determine FY 2018 cost-share cancellation/reallocation policy – Jones  

*  Cancel all uncommitted FY 2018 cost-share funds in the Non-Point Source Pollution     

Control Program (NPS) on December 1, 2017, February 2, 2018, and April 2, 2018.  

Reallocation will be determined based on needs reviewed by the SCC and staff after each 

cancellation.  

*  Cancel all uncommitted FY 2018 cost-share funds in the Water Resources Cost-share 

Program (WR) on December 1, 2017, February 2, 2018, and April 2, 2018.  First projects 

targeted in targeted TMDL watershed, statewide (shovel-ready projects) and special 

projects. 

 

A motion was made by Ted Nighswonger to approve the FY 2018 cost-share 

cancellation/reallocation policy recommendations.   The motion was seconded by Brad 

Shogren.  Motion carried.  
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b.   Third Party Easement Update - Reschke 

 

c.   Stream Mitigation Guideline Update – Reschke 

 

d.   Discuss DOC Reviews – Reschke (See Attachment B) 

   

 

9.       NEW BUSINESS: 

 

a. Wildfire presentation by Clark County CD and NRCS (11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)  

       *  KACD joined the group to watch the presentation 

  *  Rod Vorhees thanked Heather Fairchild and Adam Elliott for their part in putting 

together the presentation.   

 

b. Budget guidance and direction for FY 2019 and Kansas Water Authority   

 Recommendations - Reschke 

 

c.   Discuss SCC luncheon at KACD convention – Vorhees 

 *  Rob will check with Jackie McClaskey about inviting the Lieutenant Governor 

 

d.  Review staff travel – Vorhees 

*   Staff attendance at the 2017 National Association of State Conservation Agencies 

(NASCA) annual meeting in Nebraska City, Nebraska, September 25-27, 2017. 

 

e.  Review allocation plan/strategy of FY 2017 carry-forward funds to FY 2018 - Jones 

 *  Water Resources 

  

A motion was made by Brad Shogren to reallocate all Water Resources carry-forward 

funds to Conservation Districts in the areas affected by the 2017 wildfire and WTF’s 

water technology farm.   The motion was seconded by Andy Larson.  Motion carried. 

 

 *  Non-Point Source 

 

A motion was made by Brad Shogren to reallocate all Non-Point Source Carry-forward 

funds to Conservation Districts in the areas affected by the 2017 wildfires. The motion 

was seconded by Andy Larson.  Motion carried. 
 

f.    Discuss cost-share program allocation policy review – Vorhees (See Attachment C) 

 *  It was requested to provide the TMDL map for the next SCC meeting 

 

g.   Discuss Ready, Set, Go Fire Program – Vorhees (See Attachment D) 

   

h.   Discuss Thomas County cost-share deposit policy – Reschke/Jones (See Attachment E) 

  *  Pursue draft policy after checking legalities. 

     

i    Discuss Jackson County request for Soil Health Education Funds – Jones 

    *  Jimmy Emmons was suggested as a speaker 
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10.          REPORTS: 
 

a. Agency Reports: 
 

  *  NRCS – Eric Banks – Eric provided his report in the joint meeting (See Attachment 

F) 
 

   *  KDA – Terry Medley – Terry reported that he will not be able to attend the next SCC 

meeting. 
   
  *   KACD-EO – Stephanie Royer – Stephanie provided her report in the joint meeting 

(See Attachment G). 
 

  *   KACD – Dan Meyerhoff – provided Leopold Award information (See Attachment 

H) and the Area IV Fall Workshop agenda (See Attachment I) in the joint meeting. 
  

b.    Staff Reports: 
 

*  Rob Reschke, DOC – no comment 

*  Dave Jones, DOC – no comment 

*  Steve Frost, DOC – no comment 
 

c. Commissioner reports: 
 

*  Area I – Ted Nighswonger – Ted reported that the aquifer is starting to sustain. 
 

*  Area II – Andy Larson –  Andy reported that water made it to the west bridge of 

Garden City earlier in the summer due to the rains. 
 

*  Area III – Brad Shogren – Brad reported that the irrigation district is done due to 

high rainfall.  He has had positive contact with the Corps of Engineers doing some 

streambank work. 
 

*  Area IV – John Wunder – no comment 
 

*  Area V – Rod Vorhees –  no comment. 
 

 

11.    ADJOURNMENT: 
 

The next regular Commission meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 14, 2017, at 

9:00 a.m. at the Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson, KS. 
 

A motion was made by Andy Larson to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 

seconded by Ted Nighswonger.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:48 

p.m. 

  

                                                             
 

Rob Reschke 

Executive Director 
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